
McLean County Commission Proceedings 

Tuesday, February 2, 2021 

  

The first regular February meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:34 a.m. by Chairperson Barry 

Suydam. Present were Commissioners Suydam, Steve Cottingham, and Steve Lee.  Also present were Highway Superintendent Jim 

Grey, Auditor Beth A. Knutson and Deputy Auditor Aimee Schmit.  

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye: 

Lee, Cottingham and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

Highway Superintendent Jim Grey reported to the commission that the department has been busy getting trees cleaned up in 

ditches, working on road grading when possible, and doing routine maintenance on the equipment in the shop.  

Grey requested permission to advertise for bids for gravel crushing and equipment rental; the call for bids reflects a bid opening 

date of March 16, 2021.  Cottingham pointed out a typo in the call for bids, Knutson said she would let Noelle Kroll, Highway 

Administrative Assistant know to correct the typo. 

    

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to authorize Grey to advertise for bids for gravel crushing.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye: 

Lee, Cottingham and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

Building Maintenance Supervisor Curt Malo joined the meeting along with State’s Attorney Ladd Erickson.  

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to authorize Grey to advertise for bids for equipment rentals.  Discussion followed 

regarding the types of equipment the department will be renting.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye: Cottingham, Lee and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  

Motion carried.  

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to set the bid opening date and time for gravel crushing and equipment rental for the 

March 16, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m., respectively.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye: Cottingham, Lee and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Grey next discussed a reversible plow that the Highway Department owns that is no longer of use to them due to damage.  Grey 

requested permission to purchase a used plow from Swanston Equipment in Minot for $10,000.  The requested plow only has one year 

of use on it.  Lee asked Knutson if the county is ok with cash flow to cover this expense and Knutson responded yes.   

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the purchase of the plow for $10,000 from Swanston Equipment.  Roll 

Call Vote:  Aye: Lee, Cottingham and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

Grey discussed one of the Highway Department employees moving to a rural location. Grey requested authorization to purchase 

a used 1,000-gallon fuel tank with pump from a Highway Department employee for $800.  The tank would be placed at this rural location 

and would be used to refuel equipment, reducing drive time for equipment operators who currently drive back to the shop to refuel.   

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve the purchase of the 1,000-gallon fuel tank with pump for $800.  Roll Call 

Vote:  Aye: Lee, Cottingham and Suydam Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

Knutson discussed the Otter Tail Power Company bills she was asked to pull for the Highway Department.  She explained the 

bills do not break down the costs per light pole.  Knutson said she will be calling Otter Tail to get more details as to how the county is 

billed for these services. 

 

 Lee brought forward discussion about County Road 15 being washed out near the mine.  Grey stated he and his crew are 

monitoring this road. 

 

 Erickson handed out a packet of bills that are being looked at this legislative session.  Erickson explained a few of the bills and 

wanted to make the commission aware of them and let them know that he will be actively working on these and other bills that may 

have effects on the county and the energy sector within the county. 

 

 Administrative Assistant Jan Hanson, Extension Agent Courtney Hoikkala, and Extension Agent Calla Edwards of the NDSU 

Extension-McLean County Office joined the meeting. 

 

 Malo presented bids for replacing the backup generator for the courthouse that the commission had requested at the prior 

meeting.  Malo explained that the only thing in the building right now that is relevant to having the generator fixed is the vaccine storage 

refrigerator in the First District Health Office.  Knutson presented the cost difference for on-peak versus off-peak; the difference for one 



month was around $14.00.  Malo requested permission to purchase a new portable generator that would generate round a 6500 kWh for 

the building which would be adequate to run the refrigerator if a power outage occurs. 

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the purchase a portable generator as well as cords for less than $1,000 

with the stipulation that the generator stays on courthouse grounds.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye: Cottingham, Lee and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  

Motion carried. 

 

Lee questioned the need for the full-sized backup generator. Malo would like to do more investigating to determine if there is 

a need for it. If he finds there is a need, he would recommend putting in next year’s budget.   

 

Malo discussed a motion from the last meeting authorizing him to spend up to $6,000 to replace damaged wire harnesses.  Malo 

explained he awarded the job to Kevin’s Heating and Plumbing out of Minot as their bid came in substantially lower than H. A. 

Thompson & Sons. 

 

Edwards presented quotes from Menards and Rough Rider Industries for storage furniture.  Knutson presented the quote from 

Wagon Wheel Lumber that commission had requested at the last meeting.  Discussion followed on options presented.  Lee questioned 

delivery time and installation of the Wagon Wheel and Rough Rider quotes.  He also questioned whether the cabinets and storage 

cabinets from Menards would come assembled.  Edwards replied that the lower cabinets are assembled but the storage cabinets would 

need to be assembled.  Cottingham preferred the Master Force cabinets since they are deeper and would fit the storage bins that the 

NDSU Extension Office currently uses. 

 

Edwards also requested authorization to purchase a shelving unit for publications to be placed in the front office.  The cost was 

around $430.  Discussion followed on other costs that could be incurred.  Knutson presented a quote from 2 Vets Moving Company (2 

Vets) to move all of the offices involved.  The cost would be $1,600-$1,800.  Knutson also presented a quote from Marco for a 

photocopier/printer for the Tax Equalization/Veterans Service Office at a cost of an additional $103 per month when added to our current 

lease agreement. Knutson explained that extra was budgeted in the affected line item and this extra cost would not be a problem. 

 

Other topics discussed were storage available in the courthouse for NDSU Extension, the phone system through West River 

Telephone that was installed at the new location, and the move date.    

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to purchase cabinets from Menards for roughly $5,200 which would include replacing 

Perfomax cabinets with Master Force cabinets along with extra trim and hardware which was not included in the quote. Discussion 

followed on purchasing from Menards with all commissioners agreeing that even though it is not local it is the best use of the taxpayer’s 

money.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye: Cottingham and Lee.  Nay: Suydam.  Motion carried. 

 

Edwards next discussed the move date.  Knutson stated that McLean County is on the schedule with 2 Vets for February 8, 

2021, but this date is transferrable.  Edwards requested February 17 for a move date; Erickson said even though it is a court date that 

shouldn’t be a problem.  Malo contacted 2 Vets and February17, 2021, will work for them as well. 

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the lease of the copier/printer from Marco for an added $103.00 per month.  

Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Cottingham, Lee and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

Chief Deputy Sheriff Richard Johnson joined the meeting requesting permission to purchase new vehicles which were approved 

in the 2021 budget. Johnson requested authorization to purchase four 2021 Chevrolet Tahoes for $38,876.00 each.  Knutson noted there 

is $180,000 in the budget for vehicle purchases and that there are CARES act reimbursement funds still available in the county general 

fund as well.  

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to purchase four 2021 Chevrolet Tahoes from Stan Puklich Chevrolet at a price of 

$38,876.00 per vehicle.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Lee, Cottingham and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried 

 

Knutson presented the December 2020 reimbursement for the COVID CARES Act amounting to $192,615.27.  Knutson 

explained two different ways of reimbursing funds to cities within McLean County that had 2020 Policing Contracts with the county. 

The first option was a full month of reimbursement for their contract amount and the second included a reduction for overtime.  Knutson 

feels that the amount of overtime withheld in the last reimbursement was enough to cover the overtime accrued for 2020 police 

contracting. 

     
Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to reimburse cities at rate calculated by the Auditor without overtime included.  Roll 

Call Vote:  Aye:  Cottingham, Lee and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

Knutson requested a salary increase for Deputy Auditor Kayla Oberlander to $45,733.10. Oberlander has been with the 

department since March 1, 2013. A salary adjustment would take place on January 1, 2022, due to her completion of eight years of 

service in her current assignment and not being at the first step of the second quartile. Knutson would like the adjustment to be given 



now since we have enough funds in the current year’s budget and the new hire’s salary would be only $812.44 below her salary after 

the new hire’s successful completion of probation.   

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve an adjustment in annual salary for Oberlander to $45,733.10. Roll Call 

Vote:  Aye:  Lee, Cottingham and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

Received and ordered filed the fee collection report from the Recorder’s Office in the amount of $8,917.50 for the month of 

January. 

 

Received and ordered filed the fee collection report from the Sheriff’s Department in the amount of $1,023.36 for the month 

of January. 

 

Knutson introduced Aimee Schmit who was recently hired to fill the vacated Deputy Auditor position.   

 

Knutson discussed funding that will be available to the county through ND Department of Transportation (NDDOT).  The 

NDDOT will be sending information out to the counties as they receive it. 

 

Knutson presented the financial recap for period ending January 31, 2021.  She presented data showing property tax collections 

are at 53% for 2020 or $9,891,351.57; government reimbursement revenues totaled $307,288.46 which is a reduction from 2020 which 

amounted to $364,771.74; and fees and miscellaneous revenues totaled $310,010.93 which increased over the 2020 amount of   

$98,786.61.   

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve the following vouchers and P-Card purchases as presented for payment 

including the full amount of $629.16 to Ryan Oberg:  

 

CHECK # VENDOR DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

 

A304143 ALLSTATE PETERBILT OF BISMARCK ACTUATORS 242.60  

A304144 AUTO VALUE BISMARCK   PARTS          776.42  

A304145 DAKOTA PIPE & STEEL METAL 616.75  

A304146 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS, INC WORK ON 13-097 1,144.25  

A304147 ISTATE TRUCK CENTER   PARTS FOR 13-095 &13-098          1,272.63  

A304148 JOHNSEN TRAILER SERVICE PARTS FOR 13-075, 13-095 & 14-041        657.60  

A304149 MCLEAN SHERIDAN RURAL WATER WATER    87.84  

A304150 NELSON INTERNATIONAL SWITCH PRESSURE FOR 13-094           57.30  

A304151 NW TIRE                TIRES         6,220.14  

A304152 PAHLKE STEEL INC PARTS               166.13  

A304153 SCOTTS HARDWARE     PARTS & WASHBURN SHOP SUPPLIES            75.69  

A304154 S AND J HARDWARE GARRISON SHOP SUPPLIES (BULB)               75.32  

A304155 AMERICAN TRUST CENTER QUARTERLY FEES – LEE, ERICKSON          1,392.93  

A304156 ATLAS BUSINESS SOLUTIONS INC SCHEDULE ANYWHERE LICENSE – 42 EMPL.  806.40  

A304157 BHG INC                        COMMISSION MINUTES; TOWNSHIP  1,544.79  

  MEETINGS NOTICE; NOTICES-IGLEHART 

A304158 ASHLEY BROSSART    JAIL NURSE            1,850.00  

A304159 CAPITAL TROPHY  3 PLAQUES                183.00  

A304160 CHS CREDIT CARD DEPT GASOLINE  2,758.68  

A304161 CHARMTEX INC JAIL SUPPLIES                   477.70  

A304162 CITY OF WASHBURN WATER - LEC               488.06  

A304163 CITY OF BENEDICT 1 MONTH 2020 POLICE CONTRACT REIMB. 167.63  

A304164 CITY OF MAX 1 MONTH 2020 POLICE CONTRACT REIMB. 2,346.92  

A304165 CITY OF TURTLE LAKE 1 MONTH 2020 POLICE CONTRACT REIMB. 2,820.62  

A304166 CITY OF UNDERWOOD  1 MONTH 2020 POLICE CONTRACT REIMB. 6,901.88  

A304167 CITY OF WASHBURN 1 MONTH 2020 POLICE CONTRACT REIMB. 13,433.07  

A304168 CITY OF WILTON  1 MONTH 2020 POLICE CONTRACT REIMB. 7,521.65  

A304169 CITY OF RIVERDALE 1 MONTH 2020 POLICE CONTRACT REIMB. 1,150.43  

A304170 DACOTAH PAPER COMPANY KLEENEX, CLEANERS          413.80  

A304171 DOCS SHOP  OIL CHANGES, FILTERS, INSTALL SPARE 1,921.14  

  TIRE RADIATOR LEAK, ROTATE TIRES, 

  BATTERIES   

A304172 EBIX INC                       DIG. TOP HEALTH NEWSLETTER/THRU  312.00 

  JAN 2022   

A304173 CALANDRIA JARBOE EDWARDS       CELL PHONE REIMBURSEMENT - JAN & FEB 60.00  



A304174 GARRISON DIVERSION      DISBURSE MONTHLY COLLECTIONS        19,503.32  

A304175 GARRISON RURAL WATER DISTRICT PARK RURAL WATER USAGE  60.00  

A304176 GOETZ FUNERAL HOME             REIMBURSE DEC/JAN CORONER  1,500.00 

  FEES-SANNES   

A304177 GERARD GOVEN WATER BOARD TRAVEL & MEETING                   398.52  

A304178 HAUGENS DRAIN SERVICES OPEN CLOGGED KITCHEN LINE         275.00  

A304179 COURTNEY HOIKKALA REIMBURSE JAN/FEB CELL PHONE 60.00  

A304180       INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT    VPN, T-L ACCESS LINES, ACTIVE DIRECTORY     990.60 

              ADUF, EXCHANGE EMAIL ACCTS  

A304181 SHANNON JEFFERS  WATER BOARD TRAVEL & MEETINGS               403.00   

A304182 LIGHT AND SIREN M POWER 3” FASCIA LIGHTS                533.00  

A304183 MARCO   MONTHLY PAYMENT                        1,729.58  

A304184 MASTER FIRE AND SAFETY VEHICLE BRACKETS         57.50  

A304185 MERCER MCLEAN CO COM ON AGING 2019 LEVY MONIES COLLECTED-JANUARY  35,157.55  

  2020 LEVY MONIES COLLECTED-JANUARY 

A304186 MCLEAN FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER DISBURSE MONTHLY COLLECTIONS 300.00  

A304187 NAPA AUTO PARTS GARRISON   HEADLIGHTS     34.64   

A304188 ND ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES    2021 D & A ANNUAL FEE  1,878.07  

  DISBURSE 10% E-911 COLLECTIONS 

A304189 ND COUNTY TREASURERS ASSOC     2021 ANNUAL DUES 250.00  

A304190 ND CLERKS ASSOCIATION 2021 MEMBERSHIP DUES          100.00  

A304191 LYNN OBERG  WATER BOARD TRAVEL & MEETINGS                   754.12  

A304192 OTTERTAIL POWER COMPANY ELECTRIC-BUTTE, TL, MAX, WASHBURN        5,266.32  

  SHOPS, COURTHOUSE, RADIO TOWER, LEC 

A304193 PHARMCHEM INC          SWEAT PATCH KITS         1,211.00  

A304194 PUBLIC AGENCY TRAINING COUNCIL INTERVIEW TECHNIQUES FOR STREET 325.00  

  & ROAD PATROL OFFICERS  

A304195 SCOTTS HARDWARE  CLEANER, DOOR STOP, OXIDE BIT, RIVET  93.46 

  TOOL THREADLOCKER, SOFTENER SALT,  

  FLOWER POT   

A304196 SIRCHIE  NARK KIT, FENTANYL REAGENT,                        69.70  

  COTTON SWABS    

A304197 ND STATE TREASURER DISBURSE MONTHLY COLLECTIONS             22,924.86  

A304198 THE VILLAGE FAMILY SERVICE CTR 2021 EAP CONTRACT 3,420.00  

A304199 THOMPSON FUNERAL HOME INC GEHRING-REIMBURSE DEC & JAN CORONER   1,500.00 

A304200 UNIFORM CENTER UNIFORM SHIRT- J SWANSON                 65.10  

A304201 UNICOM  S27 GRAPHICS, CENTER CONSOLE, LT BAR       4,197.45 

GRILL-REAR BACK WINDOW LIGHT, VIDEO 

CAMERA & RECORDER, RADAR ETC.,  

REMOVE PRINTER & VIDEO EPQUIPMENT-S27  

& INSTALL IN S7.  

A304202 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC SERVICE FEES        5,500.00  

A304203 WASHBURN AUTO BODY LLC S14 WINDSHIELD         3,330.41  

A304204 WATER PURITY INC    WATER DELIVERED            77.00  

A304205 WATCH GUARD VIDEO  KIT BATT., HI-FI MICROPHONE, TRANSMITTER     72.00  

A304206 WEX BANK     FLEET CARD & GASOLINE                   9,525.07  

A304207 WHITE SHIELD COMMUNITY BOARD 1 MONTH 2020 POLICE CONTRACT REIMB. 13,433.07  

A304209 CAILEY FERBER REIMBURSE JAN/FEB CELL PHONE 60.00 

 JANUARY PAYROLL  A detailed list of payroll funds expended 399,332.46 

  is available for public inspection anytime  

  during regular business hours in the  

  McLean County Auditor’s office. 

  

D786 TERRI L GUDERJAHN  PROCASE – KEYBOARD FOR IPAD             15.00  

D787 BETH A KNUTSON REIMBURSE FOR VEHICLE TITLE TRANSFERS    107.50  

D788 CURT MALO  REIMBURSE JAN/FEB CELL PHONE                     60.00  

D789 WILLIAM CARLSON  REIMBURSE CELL PHONE               30.00  

D790 ANNA SIX CPR ROSTER PROCESSING FEE                       21.25  

  BLS PROVIDER FEE  

D791 RYAN OBERG REIMBURSE TEAMVIEWER BUS.SUBSCRIPT.       629.16  

D792 RYAN OBERG    REIMBURSE JAN & FEB CELL PHONE                  60.00 

 



P-CARD FUNDED PURCHASES 
 VENDOR         DESCRIPTION  AMOUNT 

 

MCLEAN ELECTRIC ROSEGLEN SHOP 48.00 

 UNDERWOOD SHOP 67.00 

 GARRISON SHOP 595.00 

WRT PHONE & DSL 103.06 

RESERVATION TELEPHONE TELEPHONE 120.06 

NEFF REPAIR SHOP WELD UP & FIX ROLLER ON 18-115 (2020 EXP) 420.00 

BULTER MACHINERY 2020 RENTAL TRACTORS REMAINING 30% 6,073.54 

  + HOURS OVERAGE  

HR DIRECT 1099 NES SFTWARE, ACA FORMS, SFTWR 361.45 

 (AMOUNT WILL DIFFER)  

APPLE.COM  2- 10.5 INCH IPADS 598.00 

 2- 10.5 INCH IPADS 598.00 

AMAZON COMPUTER HEADSET 29.69 

 3 PACK OF SCISSORS 7.70 

BEST BUY WEBCAM 69.99 

 MICROPHONE 79.99 

VERIZON  KITTLER - HIGHWAY CELL 42.04 

 KROLL - DES CELL 42.04 

 GREY - HIGHWAY CELL 42.04 

 ERICKSON - ST ATTY CELL 293.05 

 OBERG - ASSESSOR CELL/HOTSPOT -21.13 

 OBERG - ASSESSOR JETPACK 40.01 

 KROLL - DES JETPACK 40.01 

AMAZON 4-12-TAB MONTHLY DIVIDERS (10-PACK) 88.32 

ZOOM PRO MONTHLY 16.04 

ZOOM CLOUD RECORDING 42.80 

AMAZON 2-24" MONITORS 219.98 

SALHUS SEPTIC 2 HAND WASHING STATIONS FOR 7 WEEKS 420.00 

VERIZON  DATA CARDS 880.22 

 (2) DETECTIVE CELL PHONES 94.08 

 KERZMANN CELL PHONE 42.04 

RECORDKEEPERS SHREDDING SERVICES 40.50 

SOURIS RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS LINE RECORD/TRANSPORT PER  694.08 

 MILE/TRANSPORT TRUNK  

STOCKCHECKS.COM 10,000 LASER CHECKS WLSTK1LNPL 468.00 

 REFUND -468.00 

FLECK'S FURNITURE SPD QN WASHER 899.00 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS SHERIFF'S DEPT 94.22 

AMAZON 144 COUNT AAA DURACELL PRO BATTERIES 57.90 

AMAZON 25-SMEAD LEGAL SIZED EXPANDABLE  30.58 

 FOLDER  

AMAZON 12 PACK OF PACKING TAPE 26.79 

RESERVATION TELEPHONE BENEDICT SPORTMEN'S PARK 43.08 

MARK'S PLUMBING PARTS (10) WILLOUGHBY 0.5GPM FLOW 80.93 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS SHERIFF'S DEPT 623.21 

 COURTHOUSE 1,484.73 

 E-911 84.22 

 JURY/PERSONAL 6.30 

 P & P 20.00 

 E-911 RADIO TOWER 128.44 

RESERVATION TELEPHONE 911 TRUNKING RECURRING 80.00 

VERIZON CONNECT MONTHLY SERVICE - DECEMBER 453.32 

WEBROOT ANTI VIRUS 85.59 

RECORDKEEPERS SHREDDING SERVICES 32.00 

IAPE (PAYPAL) 2021 MEMBERSHIP CASEY HOWE 50.00 

MCLEAN ELECTRIC SEC LIGHT CRTHS 21.00 

 SEC LIGHT PARK 353.00 

 PARK BOARD 41.00 

 SP CENT PARK 53.00 



 GARAGE 166.00 

 CAMPER PADS 41.00 

 CAMPER PADS 102.00 

 CAMPGROUND METER 43.00 

AMAZON 144 COUNT AA DURACELL PRO BATTERIES 50.11 

AMAZON 25-SMEAD LETTER SIZED  17.93 

 EXPANDABLE FOLDER  

AMAZON 10 PACK OF MEDIUM BINDER CLIPS 27.68 

AMAZON 1 PACKAGE OF 100 CLEAR FILE TABS 8.99 

AMAZON 6-2 PACKS OF HANGING FILE RACKS 47.88 

VALLEY ORAL & FACIAL SURGERY PC PREPAY FOR PROCEDURE M. SINGLETON 695.00 

AMAZON 2-24" MONITORS 219.98 

AMAZON CANON POWERSHOT SX620 259.00 

AMAZON BM PREMIUM NB-13L BATTERY 18.95 

AMAZON 1-LOGITECH MK750 WAVE WIRELESS  69.99 

 KEYBOARD/MOUSE COMBO   

AMAZON ESR FOLIO CASE FOR IPAD 8TH GEN 9.99 

AMAZON 1- BOX OF 100 9 X 12 ENVELOPES 13.11 

AMAZON 2-25 PER BOX YELLOW LETTER SIZE  25.98 

 HANGING FOLDERS  

AMAZON 2-25 PER BOX BLACK LETTER SIZE  21.98 

 HANGING FOLDERS  

AMAZON 1-25 PER BOX AQUA LETTER SIZE 10.99 

 HANGING FOLDERS  

CIRCLE SANITATION INC GARBAGE PICKUP 444.00 

 

Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Lee, Cottingham and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

There being no further business, the chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 10:18 a.m. until the next regularly scheduled 

meeting on Tuesday, February 16, 2021.  The commission minutes and agenda can be found on the county website at 

http://www.mcleancountynd.gov.  

 

 

_________________________________            _______________________________ 

Barry Suydam, Chairperson          Beth A. Knutson, Auditor 

 

http://www.mcleancountynd.gov/

