
McLean County Commission Proceedings 

Tuesday, February 16, 2021 

  
The final regular February meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:33 a.m. by Chairperson Barry 

Suydam. Present were Commissioners Suydam, Steve Cottingham, and Steve Lee.  Also present were Auditor Beth A Knutson, Highway 
Superintendent Jim Grey, and Chief Deputy Auditor Lori A Foss. 
 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting as submitted.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  
Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
Chief Deputy Sheriff Richard Johnson joined the meeting. 

Highway Superintendent Jim Grey was present with an update on department operations.  He reported that the continued 
extreme cold weather has pushed the guys into the shop for continued equipment repairs. He went on to discuss this year’s County Road 
9 (CR 9) project which involves milling and overlay. He recently visited with Mike Rivinius of Wold Engineering who informed him 
that the state has a project planned for State Highway 37 which is near CR 9. The state’s bid opening is set for April. Rivinius feels it 
would be in the county’s best interest to hold off on the CR 9 bid opening until May in hopes of a better bid on our project since 
contractors would already be in the area for the state project.  

Grey presented a Consent for Right of Entry form for signing from the ND Public Service Commission (PSC) involving portions 
of the right-of-way of McLean County Highway 15 in W2 of the NW4 of Section 17 and E2 of the NE4 of Section 18 of Township 148 
North, Range 84 West.  The project will involve boring in ditches to determine if any areas need additional fill.  

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to sign the Consent for Right to Entry form giving consent to the PSC to perform 
exploratory drilling in the area designated. Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

Grey informed the board that a termination has created an Equipment Operator III vacancy in his department that he would like 
to fill at the Equipment Operator II (EO II) level. He requested permission to advertise for one or more EO II positions based in the 
Washburn shop due to the vacancy.  

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve advertising for one or more EO II positions based out of Washburn. Roll 
Call Vote:  Aye:  Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

Chief Deputy Johnson requested approval to acquire 22 licenses for OpenFox Mobile Messenger through the State of North 
Dakota at a cost of $450.00 per license which includes maintenance for the first year. The total first year cost will be $9,900.00. The 
software is used for patrol communications via mobile laptops in their patrol vehicles. The current method of communication is not 
compatible with Windows 10 and will be terminated on June 30, 2021. Ongoing maintenance after the first year will be charged at a 
rate of $2,200.00 per year. 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the purchase of 22 licenses for OpenFox Mobile Messenger through the 
State of North Dakota at a total cost of $9,900.00. Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

He then updated the commissioners on the E-911 readdressing project that was started and tabled last year due to election 
addressing concerns. There will be nearly 2,000 address changes involved in the project. The ND Association of Counties suggested 
that the information be made available on the county website for public input. Johnson is working the creation of a searchable PDF for 
that purpose. Lee questioned whether it is possible for individuals to request changes to their addresses at this point to which Johnson 
replied that any changes would have to meet the new standards but changes are possible. One of the next steps in the process is to send 
all changes to the United States Postal Service Regional Office in Sioux Falls for input into their addressing system. The projected date 
for the new addressing to take effect is April 1, 2021.  

Knutson updated the board on delivery of furniture and other items for the relocated NDSU Extension Service Office along 
with additional details of tomorrow’s planned move of NDSU Extension-McLean County and the Tax Equalization Department. 

The board signed a service recognition certificate for retiring employee, Valda A Yunker, who worked for Dakota Central 
Human Service Zone for 16 years.  Certificates were also signed for former county board members, Roger Britton and Fred Tomlinson, 
who served seven and eleven years respectively and declined reappointment this year. 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to set the start date of Deputy Auditor Kayla Oberlander’s adjusted salary, which was 
approved at the February 2 meeting, to February 1, 2021. Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion 
carried. 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to change the details of the purchase approved at the February 2 meeting for patrol 
vehicles from 2021 Chevrolet Tahoes to 2021 Ford Expeditions expending $9,088.00 more than approved at that same meeting. 



Discussion followed stating that additional funds are available in the Sheriff’s Department Forfeiture Fund if needed to complete the 
outfitting of each vehicle. Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

Marlin Leidholm, Washburn, joined the meeting. 

The board was notified that Blackwater Township would like to utilize the county’s assessing services at $150.00 annually. 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to approve offering an assessing contract to Blackwater Township. Roll Call Vote:  
Aye:  Cottingham, Lee, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

Leidholm discussed property he owns located within the City of Falkirk and a road that has historically been used for truck 
traffic that accesses his property in the event that the train cuts off other means of access. He stated when he was a County Commissioner, 
the road in question was maintained by the county but is now in bad shape. He went on to question the recent placement of road closure 
signs. Knutson informed the board that this road is the same road that was discussed by the Commission with regard to the Lowell and 
Julie Rader property at the County Commission Meetings held on November 26, 2019 and May 5, 2020. Cottingham said it was not an 
official county road closure as it is not the county’s road. The sign was placed in an effort to truncate traffic on the road. Leidholm 
questioned how he is to access his property in light of the road closure. Knutson responded that he is still allowed to use that road if that 
is the only access to his property. Leidholm’s final comment was a suggestion to the board that a sign be placed on US Highway 83 
informing semi-truck traffic that there is a closure ahead to avoid any possible mishaps. 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the following vouchers for payment:  
 

CHECK #  VENDOR     DESCRIPTION                                            AMOUNT 

 
A304217 DAKOTA TRUCK AND FARM SERVICE  PARTS FOR 13-091   134.37   
A304218 ENERBASE COOPERATIVE RESOURCES FUEL & PREMIUM GAS   3,504.44   
A304219 GARRISON FARMERS UNION OIL CO   FUEL, GAS, LP, GEAR LUBE TUBE 3,554.49 
        PARTS        
A304220 GARRISON CITY                    GARBAGE/WATER   58.51   
A304221 GARRISON LUMBER                  SHELVING FOR COLD STORAGE 274.64   
A304222 GLOBAL EQUIPMENT CO LLC         EMERGENCY EYE WASH, EAR PLUGS 

& SAFETY GLASSES   245.30   
A304223 ISTATE TRUCK CENTER              PARTS FOR 13-095 & 13-098  1,314.78   
A304224 JB REPAIR INC                    UNIT 13-082- 2 DELCO BATTERIES 279.98   
A304225 JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL             PARTS & HEAT BLANKET FOR  

UNDERWOOD SHOP FUEL TANK 2,157.66   
A304226 MASTER BURN     WASHBURN SHOP-OIL FURNANCE 227.48   
A304227 MCLEAN COUNTY IMPLEMENT LLC     PARTS, WASHBURN SHOP & GREASE 1,565.92   
A304228 MDU                               GAS-WASHBURN, TL, MAX,   876.54 

GARRISON SHOPS      
A304229 MENARDS                           PARTS & GARRISON SHOP SUPPLIES 360.15   
A304230 NAPA AUTO PARTS GARRISON        PARTS & OIL    631.46  
A304231 NORTHERN PLAINS EQUIPMENT CO.  PARTS     2,199.50   
A304232 TITAN MACHINERY                  GLASS, UNETHANE & PRIMER  345.12 
        FOR 11-039       
A304233 WAGON WHEEL LUMBER INC          PARTS     81.87   
A304234 WALLWORK TRUCK CENTER           PARTS FOR 13-097   336.92   
A304235 WASHBURN AUTO BODY LLC          LABOR TO INSTALL WINDSHIELD 74.00 

ON 11-039      
A304236 AMERICAN LEGION POST 133        RENTAL FOR PESTICIDE TRAINING 150.00   
A304237 ARMOR INTERACTIVE                SHERIFF DATTA NAS; SERVER  1,700.00 

BACKUP DEVICES; 45 NODES-FEB.    
A304238 CHASE DRUG STORE                 IMATE MEDS    1,080.90   
A304239 CITY OF WASHBURN                 COURTHOUSE – WATER/SEWER 128.56   
A304240 CORPORATE WAREHOUSE SUPPLY  KONICA BISHUB C-300i TONER 999.75   
A304241 DOCS SHOP                         REPAIRS; OIL CHANGES  671.40   
A304242 WILTON FARMERS UNION OIL CO     GASOLINE    169.81   
A304243 GARRISON DIVERSION               CLEAN OUT CULVERT-LAKE ORWAY 3,745.10   
A304244 GARRISON VETERINARY SERVICE     DOG FOOD, VACCINES   558.15   
A304245 DAVID J HINTZ                    WATER STORAGE AGREEMENT 3,200.00   
A304246 HIWAY 83 EXPRESS                 GASOLINE    39.44   
A304247 COURTNEY HOIKKALA   SUPPLIES FOR PROGRAMMING 16.77   



A304248        INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT                    T-LINE ACCESS, ACTIVE DIRECTORY 1,300.70       
                        USER FEES, VPN, EXCHANGE EMAIL 
                        ACCOUNTS, ANTI-VIRUS; LERMS  
        USER FEES – SHERIFF    
A304249 KRAUSES MARKET                   SUPPLIES; FOOD, FOAM BOWLS, 136.61 

PLATES, PLASTIC CUPS     
A304250 LIGHT AND SIREN                  MPOWER 3” FASCIA LIGHTS; NFORCE 2,628.00 
        SINGLE DECK GRILLE LIGHT   
A304251 LIGNITE TIRE     TIRES     1,876.40   
A304252 MCLEAN COUNTY IMPLEMENT LLC     OIL FOR GENERATOR   130.50   
A304253 MCLEAN COUNTY AUDITOR           JANUARY POSTAGE   27.50   
A304254 MDU                               GAS-COURTHOUSE; GAS-LEC  727.90   
A304255 MIDCONTINENT CABLE CO           CABLE TV    110.16   
A304256 ND RECORDERS ASSOC               2021 DUES    200.00   
A304257 ND SURPLUS PROPERTY    EXTENSION RELOCATION         60.00   
A304258 NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE          EXT AGENTS-SALARY, TRAVEL  11,726.24  
A304259 ND YOUTH CORRECTIONAL CENTER    DETENTION CARE FOR MCLEAN CO. 854.94 
        JUVENILE COURTS   
A304260 PHARMCHEM INC                    SWEAT PATCH ANALYSIS  399.70   
A304261 SAFARILAND GROUP    4 DAY LESS LETHAL INSTRUCTOR 895.00 
        PROGRAM   
A304262 SEVERIN RINGSAK AND MORROW      COURT APPOINTED COUNSEL  3,825.00   
A304263 TURTLE LAKE MAIN STREET MARKET INMATE MEALS   3,577.75   
A304264 TYLER TECHNOLOGIES               DOC PRO EREVIEWQUEUE MODULE 7,064.04  
        SUPPORT 1/1/121 – 12/31/21 
        WORKFLOW MODULE SUPPORT 
        2/1/21 THRU 1/31/22  
A304265 UNIFORM CENTER                   BADGE HOLDER   19.99   
A304266 UNICOM                            S16 INSTALL NEW LIGHT BAR  465.00 
        S20 REPLACE PA MIC CABLE; 
        REPLACE GRILL LIGHTS ON S26   
A304267 WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS  911 TRUNKING RECURRING  494.36   
       
D793  CURT OLSON     MEALS     28.00   
D794  ANNA SIX                          DIABETIC TEST STRIPS; OVEN MITT 52.79   
      
 
 Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Lee, Cottingham, and Suydam.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried.  
 
 Suydam informed the board that he received notice that the February meeting of the McLean-Mercer Regional Library Board 
has been rescheduled for March due to a medical emergency. 

 
There being no further business, the chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 9:11 a.m. until the next regularly scheduled 

meeting on Tuesday, March 2, 2021.  The commission minutes and agenda can be found on the county website at  
http://www.mcleancountynd.gov.  

 
 
 

___________________________________    ___________________________________ 
Barry Suydam, Chairperson     Lori A Foss, Chief Deputy Auditor 
 

http://www.mcleancountynd.gov/

