
  
McLean County Commission Proceedings – Special Meeting 

Monday, August 12, 2019 
  

A special meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 3:08 p.m. by Chairperson Steve Lee. Present were 
Commissioners Lee, Steve Cottingham, and Barry Suydam. Also present were: Auditor Beth A. Knutson; Sheriff J. R. Kerzmann; Chief 
Deputy Sheriff Richard Johnson; Detective Justin Krohmer; Administrative Assistant II Casey Howe; States Attorney Ladd Erickson; 
Clerk of Court Cathy Bailey; Deputy Auditor Nancy Leidholm; and Alyssa Meier, Diane Newberry, and Jill Gackle of BHG News Service. 

 
 Chairperson Lee immediately turned the meeting over to State’s Attorney Ladd Erickson.  Erickson presented and explained 
a Police Services Memorandum of Understanding to the Three Affiliated Tribes (TAT) for patrol protection and law enforcement 
services to the White Shield segment of the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation for $160,000.00 per year payable in monthly 
installments of $13,333.33.  He stated that the county has a tight relationship with TAT and this would be a continuation of an 
already good working relationship, helping tremendously with coverage on the reservation.  Lee stated with the final stages of the 
budget process approaching, a $160,000.00 loss is devastating to the county and sheriff’s department as well.  He stated that our 
law enforcement does an excellent job with drug enforcement and looks at this agreement as a way to maintain the integrity of the 
department.  Suydam feels this will be a benefit to the Roseglen and Raub areas as well. 
 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the Police Services Memorandum of Understanding and authorize 
Chairperson Lee to sign the agreement once approved by TAT’s legal counsel.   Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Cottingham, Suydam, and Lee.  
Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
Erickson discussed the City of Garrison’s nonrenewal of their policing contract and its impact to the Sheriff Department’s 

2020 budget ahead of the county’s budget hearing scheduled for August 20, 2019.  He presented a letter for the Commission’s 
approval, drafted to Garrison City Mayor Stu Merry, to serve as notice that the county is terminating any potential 2020 police 
contract with the city beginning January 1, 2020.  Law enforcement resources to fulfill that contract have already been moved 
elsewhere because of the county’s budgeting deadlines for fiscal year 2020.  The Sheriff’s Department will still respond to calls for 
service involving violations of state law within the city limits. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Suydam, to approve the draft and authorize Erickson to send the letter to the City of 

Garrison.  Suydam suggested a back-door for Garrison to come back if they changed their mind.  Lee stated that the county would 
have to hire additional staffing and that is not feasible nor does the county have resources to do that.   Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  
Cottingham, Suydam, and Lee.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
There being no further business, the chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 3:21 p.m. until the next regularly 

scheduled meeting on Tuesday, August 20, 2019.  The commission minutes and agenda can be found on the county website at 
http://www.mcleancountynd.gov. 

 
 
_________________________________            _______________________________ 
Steve Lee, Chairperson          Nancy Leidholm, Deputy Auditor 
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