
McLean County Commission Proceedings 

Tuesday, January 17, 2023 

  

The second regular January meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairperson Steve Cottingham.  Present were 
Commissioners Cottingham, Steve Lee, and Barry Suydam.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson; Deputy Auditor Diane L. Blumhagen; Road Superintendent Jim 

Grey; Assistant Road Superintendent Travis Verke; Risk Manager Noelle Kroll; Chief Deputy Sheriff Richard Johnson; Civil Engineer Jon Martin of Wold Engineering; 

Wold Engineering Representative Mike Rivinius; and Greg Cunningham of Washburn. 
 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the minutes of the previous regular meetings held on December 6 and 27, 2022, and January 3, 2023, as 

submitted.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 

Grey presented an update on department operations reporting that road widening continues.   

 
Grey requested approval to advertise for bids for gravel crushing and equipment rental; the call for bids reflects a bid opening set for February 21, 2023, at 

9:00 a.m. 

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to authorize Grey to advertise for bids for gravel crushing and equipment rental as presented.  Discussion followed.  Roll 

Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried.   

 
Grey requested approval to purchase 38,000 ton of crushed gravel at $5.50 a ton for the City of Benedict area from Shannon Torgerson.   

 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to approve the purchase as presented.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: 
None.  Motion carried. 

 

Grey requested approval to utilize Steffes Group, Inc. for online auctioneer services for unused highway items.  
 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the use of Steffes Group, Inc. as presented as soon as possible.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: 
Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried.  

 

Grey requested approval to add Shop Foreman Troy Kittler to the 2023 Commuter Benefit Employees list. 
 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the addition of Kittler.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: 

None.  Motion carried. 
 

Grey requested approval to hire John Sayler for the open Equipment Operator II position since he is a relative of Assistant Road Superintendent Travis Verke.   

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve hiring John Sayler as Equipment Operator II.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and 

Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Grey requested approval to reopen the advertisement for the Equipment Operator II position in the Garrison area. 

 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to reopen the advertisement for one or more Equipment Operator II positions in the Garrison area.  Discussion followed.  
Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 

Suydam requested a change in speed limit to 65 mph for vehicles and 55 mph for trucks on a seven-mile stretch of County Road 9 (CR9).   
 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to change the speed limit as presented.  Discussion followed which resulted in Lee requesting to table the motion until 

the second regular commission meeting on February 21, 2023, in order for Wold Engineering to access the road design.  Discussion followed. 
 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Lee, to have Wold Engineering assess that seven-mile stretch of CR 9.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee and Cottingham.  Nay: 

Suydam.  Motion carried. 
 

Mayor Alex Taylor and Public Works Representative Mike Dirk, representing the City of Riverdale, joined the meeting. 

 
Rivinius informed the board that five bridges were submitted to the North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) for funding. 

 

Martin requested to change the current right-of-way policy easements to a per acre easement instead of per quarter as it states now.   
 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Cottingham, to amend the right-of-way policy for road project acquisition as presented and to increase the price per acre to 

$3,000.00 for permanent acquisition and $1,000.00 per acre for temporary acquisition.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: 
None.  Motion carried. 

 

Johnson presented an invoice from Guardian Fleet Safety for purchase of four 2023 White Tahoes for the Sheriff Department in the amount of $195,700.00.  
Discussion followed. 

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the purchase as presented.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: 
None.  Motion carried. 

 

Kroll was present with the Risk Management accident statistics for January through June 2022, showing nine accidents needing medical attention and 16 
accidents not requiring medical attention. 

 

McLean-Mercer Regional Library (MMRL) Board Member Kayla Oberlander joined the meeting.   
 

Taylor was present to discuss a long term plan for the MMRL building in Riverdale.  Taylor stated the building is in need of repairs and inquired if the county 

would potentially agree to purchase the building.  Discussion followed which resulted in Lee requesting Oberlander discuss it at the next MMRL board meeting. 
 

Jerry Blotter of Coleharbor, joined the meeting to request closing a section line south of his homestead.  Discussion followed which resulted with a request for 
Knutson to research the process and reach back out to Blotter with further information. 

 

Knutson presented the Pledge of Securities received from TruCommunity Bank.  The total public deposits were $20,830,695.30 and the total pledged securities 
were $21,791,799.35 on December 31, 2022.   

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to accept the Pledge of Securities from TruCommunity Bank.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: 
None.  Motion carried. 

 

Received and ordered filed the fee collection report from the Recorder’s Department for the month of December in the amount of $7,710.80. 
 

Knutson presented the commissioners an Application for Abatement from Ethan and Megan Bender, of Garrison, requesting a hearing.  A two-week 

advertisement is needed and Knutson requested to set the hearing for 9:00 a.m. on March 7, 2023. 
 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to set Ethan and Megan Bender’s Abatement Hearing for 9:00 a.m. on March 7, 2023.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, 

Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the Local Raffle Permit Application submitted by Magic City Youth Baseball for a raffle to be held at Totten 

Trail Bar and Grill, Coleharbor, on January 28, 2023, with prizes listed as non-guided fishing trip, five gallon bucket, hand warmers, propane cylinders, and ice fishing 
supplies with total prize value of $1,600.00.  The proceeds will be directed towards Magic City Youth Baseball program.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and 

Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to approve the following vouchers for payment: 

 

  HIGHWAY VOUCHERS  



CHECK # VENDOR NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

307099 FARMERS UNION OIL PARTS  11.02 

307100 GARRISON CITY WATER, SEWER, GARBAGE  72.13 

307101 HIGHWAY 83 LAWN LEISURE PARTS  19.44 
307102 MCLEAN COUNTY IMPLEMENT FUEL FILTERS, SEALS, CONNECTORS, PINS 133.36 

307103 MDU WASHBURN, TURTLE LAKE, MAX, GARRISON SHOPS 2,472.62 

307104 SCOTT'S HARDWARE WIRE ROPE CLIP 3.98 

  UNPAID VOUCHERS  
CHECK # VENDOR NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

307105 ASHLEY DEHAVEN 2023 NURSING CONTRACT 12,000.00 
307106 CHASE DRUG INMATE MEDICATIONS & RAZORS 51.11 

307107 CHI ST ALEXIUS INMATE MEDICAL   182.00 

307108 C & S REPAIR POWER STEERING HOSE, BATTERIES, OIL CHANGES, RADIATOR FAN  1,578.30 
307109 FARMERS UNION OIL TIRE REPAIR, MISC HARDWARE  45.91 

307110 FARMERS UNION OIL OIL CHANGES  141.78 

307111 GARRISON RURAL WATER DISTRICT PARK RURAL WATER USAGE  75.00 
307112 HATZY'S REPAIR OIL CHANGES 289.80 

307113 HIWAY 83 EXPRESS GASOLINE, DIESEL 119.03 

307114 ITD T-L LINE FOR FIRST DISTRICT, MONTHLY REDUNDANT CIRCUIT,  4,325.14 

  VPN, ACTIVE DIRECTORY, EXCHANGE EMAILS  

  INTUNE, OFFICE 365, DATA PROCESSING  
307115 LEXIPOL LLC ANNUAL CORRECTIONS POLICY MANUAL, TRAINING BULLETINS 4,180.56 
307116 LIGHT & SIREN LIGHT BARS  14,297.66 

307117 MCLEAN COUNTY IMPLEMENT ANTIFREEZE, POWER SERVICE DIESEL, PARS, TUNE-UPS, BATTERIES 424.78 

307118 MCLEAN COUNTY AUDITOR NDSU POSTAGE 4.68 
307119 MDU COURTHOUSE, LEC 1,328.89 

307120 MIDCO JAIL CABLE TV 116.34 
307121 MOUNTAIN PLAINS YOUTH  LAW ENFORCEMENT SHELTER AUGUST - DECEMBER 2022 5,000.00 

 SERVICES   

307122 ND COUNTY AUDITOR'S ASSOC. 2023 ANNUAL DUES 125.00 
307123 ND COUNTY TREASURER'S ASSOC. 2023 ANNUAL DUES 125.00 

307124 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS TELETYPE 10/1/2022 - 12/31/2022 480.00 

307125 ND WEED CONTROL ASSOC. 2023 ANNUAL DUES 275.00 
307126 PRESORT PLUS PICKUP FEE, COURIER SERVICE, FAST FORWARDS  49.25 

307127 QUADIENT FINANCE USA, INC POSTAGE MACHINE REFILL  2,000.00 

307128 ART RENNER 2023 MEDICAL DIRECTOR CONTRACT 2,500.00 
307129 MAIN STREET MARKET INMATE MEALS  3,262.54 

307130 UNDERWOOD & WASHBURN CLINICS HEALTH FAIR POSTAGE AND LABS  112.38 

307131 WRT 911 TRUCKING RECURRING 494.36 
307132 WESTERN FRONTIER INSURANCE RENEWAL NOTARY FEE - ANNA SIX 100.00 

307133 WEX HEALTH MONTHLY ADMINISTRATIVE FEE 115.50 

  DIRECT DEPOSIT PAYMENTS  
CHECK #    VENDOR NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

3553 LADD ERICKSON REIMBURSE MILEAGE 60.00 

3554 LADD ERICKSON REIMBURSE MILEAGE 60.00 
3555 LADD ERICKSON REIMBURSE MILEAGE 90.00 

3556 LADD ERICKSON REIMBURSE MILEAGE 88.75 

3557 LADD ERICKSON REIMBURSE MILEAGE 108.75 
3558 LADD ERICKSON REIMBURSE MILEAGE 43.75 

3559 BETH A KNUTSON REIMBURSE MILEAGE AND MEALS FOR TOWNSHIP MEETINGS 185.21 

3560 CURT MALO REIMBURSE FOR CART WHEELS 19.98 
3561 TRAVIS VERKE  REIMBURSE MILEAGE 97.00 

3562 JESSE FIEST REIMBURSE DOG FOOD 62.05 

3563 VANCE TOMLINSON REIMBURSE MICROSOFT SUBSCRIPTION 69.99 

  PAID VOUCHERS  
CHECK #  VENDOR NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

307087 GARRISON AREA IMPROVEMENT  CUBBY HOLE RENT FOR TOWNSHIP MEETING 50.00 
 ASSOC.   

307088 ATTORNEY GENERAL MONTHLY COLLECTIONS 24/7 SOBRIETY PROGRAM 2,060.00 

307089 WEX BANK FLEET CARD & GASOLINE 13,535.23 
307090 DACOTAH PAPER CO BATTERIES, GARBAGE BAGS, CLEANERS, CUPS, ETC. 219.37 

307091 NDPERS - RETIREMENT DECEMBER 2022 PAYROLL 70,663.80 

307092 NDPERS - INSURANCE DECEMBER 2022 PAYROLL 162,937.73 
307093 NDPERS  DEFERRED COMPENSATION 7,797.00 

307094 CITY OF WASHBURN WATER, SEWER FOR COURTHOUSE AND LEC 147.21 

307095 OTTERTAIL POWER CO ELECTRIC BILL 6,784.52 
307097 MARCO STANDARD PAYMENTS 2,073.60 

307098 DACOTAH PAPER CO PAPER TOWELS, NITRILE GLOVES, DAWN SOAP, ETC. 668.60 

 
Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 

Knutson discussed the Annual Township Ledger Report (ATLR) software with the commission.  The software program has a cost of $50.00 per organized 
townships which would be a county total of $1,400.00.  Discussion followed. 

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to authorize purchasing the software program for the organized townships in the amount of $1,400.00 with no cost to 
the organized townships.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried.  

 
Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to designate Deputy Auditor Kayla Oberlander as point of contact for the software program.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: 

Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
There being no further business, the chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m. until the next regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, February 

7, 2023.  The commission minutes and agenda can be found on the county website at https://www.mcleancountynd.gov.  

 
___________________________________    ___________________________________ 

Steve Cottingham, Chairperson     Diane L Blumhagen, Deputy Auditor 

 

 

https://www.mcleancountynd.gov/

