
McLean County Commission Proceedings 

Thursday, February 17, 2022 

 

The final regular February meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:31 a.m. by Chairperson Steve Lee. 

Present were Commissioners Lee, Steve Cottingham, and Barry Suydam.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson, Highway 

Superintendent Jim Grey, Deputy Auditor Kayla Oberlander, Samantha Rebel, Sydney Hiatt, Adam Ourada, and Alyssa Meier of BHG 

News Service.  

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Suydam, to approve the minutes as presented for the January 18, 2022, as submitted.  Roll 

Call Vote:  Aye:  Cottingham, Suydam, and Lee.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

Chief Deputy Auditor Lori Foss joined the meeting. 

 

Highway Superintendent Jim Grey was present to report that crews are busy in the shop.  Grey informed the Commission that 

the Assistant Road Superintendent position has been filled by Travis Verke. Foss presented the Commission with salary options for 

Verke.  The recommended salary for Verke which follows the promotion policy was $63,053.72 starting March 1, 2022, with no increase 

after six months. 

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Suydam, to approve the salary as presented by the Auditor’s Office. Roll Call: Aye: 

Cottingham, Suydam, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Grey spoke with the Commission about allowing a clothing allowance for all highway department employees. He would like 

all employees to have a reflective jacket or sweatshirt in addition to the reflective vest already provided by the county. Lee asked Grey 

to get prices for jackets and sweatshirts and bring that information back to the next meeting. 

 

Grey requested authorization to purchase two pickups from the state sale listing. Grey explained he would like to start 

introducing new vehicles into the department’s fleet.  

 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the purchase of up to two pickups. Roll Call: Aye: Suydam, 

Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Grey presented the Commission with a boring permit requests from West River Telecommunications Cooperative. The boring 

permit requested to bore north of 3rd St SW, in Section 15, Township145 North, Range 79 West, and to bore 3rd St SW south of Mercer 

and place fiber in public right-of-way parallel to 3rd St SW on the north side.  

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Suydam, to approve the boring permit requests from West River Telecommunications 

Cooperative as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Suydam, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Suydam spoke with Grey about a question he received on a bridge located in the northwest portion of the county. 

The individual wanted to know if the bridge was safe and who decides if it is.  He also asked if the bridge had been inspected. 

Commissioner Lee asked Grey to inquire with the state to see when it was last inspected and when it is scheduled for the next inspection. 

 

Grey informed the commission the Equipment Operator III position in the Max area is open and Grey requested to advertise to 

fill this position. 

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Suydam, to approve advertising for one or more full-time Equipment Operator III position 

in Max.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Suydam, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

Knutson informed the Commission that she reached out to the McLean County Park Board members and all agreed that the 

next park board meeting date and time would work for them.  The meeting is scheduled for April 5, 2022, at 8:00 a.m. at the McLean 

County Courthouse. 

 

Knutson explained that the final ruling for the ARPA funds is out and she attended a webinar presented by the North Dakota 

Association of Counties.  The final ruling states that since McLean County received under 10 million dollars, we are allowed to claim 

all of our funds as revenue lost without using the calculation spreadsheet.  Knutson explained that this means the county is able to use 

the funds toward any county business expense. 

 

Knutson discussed the Farm-to-Market levy expiring in 2024. The county currently levies 10 mills for this levy. The county 

can increase the County Road & Bridge Fund mill levy by 10 mills to replace the loss of the Farm-to-Market levy. Knutson explained 

that the NDACo is assisting the counties that utilize this levy in getting it placed on the Primary Election ballot in June. 

 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve placing the question to replace the 10 mill Farm-to-Market levy with 

the authority to levy for 20 mills in the County Road & Bridge Fund Levy on the Primary Election ballot. Roll Call Vote: Aye: 

Cottingham, Suydam, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Knutson requested approval to disburse excess proceeds from the tax sale held November 16, 2021. Knutson stated 90 days 

after the sale the previous owner or an interested party can claim any excess proceeds. Out of the six properties, four have been claimed. 

Kimberly Dworshak in the amount of $26,187.64, Michael Houser in the amount of $104.80, Korby Kolden in the amount of $6,645.34, 

and William and Darlene Underwood in the amount of $102.79. Discussion followed. 

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Suydam, to approve the disbursement of excess proceeds from the November 16, 2021 

tax sale. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Suydam, to authorize Maintenance Supervisor Curt Malo to purchase a new commercial 

washing machine for the jail from Fleck’s Furniture & Appliances in the amount of $1,299.00. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, 

Suydam, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Knutson presented a Local Raffle Permit Application submitted by the McLean County Racers Inc. for 50/50 drawings and 

raffles to be held on nine dates at the McLean County Speedway. 

 



Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the Local Raffle Permit Application submitted by the McLean County 

Racers Inc. for a 50/50 drawings and raffles to be held on nine dates at the McLean County Speedway.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, 

Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 

Knutson presented the Pledge of Securities received from TruCommunity Bank of Washburn, ND.  On January 31, 2022, total 

public deposits were $19,590,585.53 and total pledged securities were $20,124,164.49.   

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Suydam, to accept the Pledge of Securities from TruCommunity Bank.  Roll Call Vote: 

Aye: Cottingham, Suydam, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 

Foss rejoined the meeting to request approval to purchase a switch replacement. Foss received a quote from Armor Interactive 

in the amount of $3,113.24.  Discussion followed.  

 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the purchase of a switch from Armor Interactive in the amount of 

$3,113.24. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Foss also requested approval to purchase six new Toughbook laptops for the Sheriff’s Department from PCS Mobile. The total 

cost is $14,226.00. 

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Suydam to authorize the purchase of six Toughbook laptops for the Sheriff’s Department 

from PCS Mobile at the cost of $14,226.00. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Sydney Hiatt of Washburn approached the Commission with interest in purchasing a partial lot adjacent to the property she 

currently owns. Knutson said the lot would have to be surveyed at the cost to the land owner. Knutson explained she would visit with 

the City of Washburn also. Hiatt was advised to fill out a bid proposal with a drawing showing the area she is interested in and bring it 

back to the next Commission meeting. 

 

Adam Ourada with Falkirk Mining Company approached the Commission to petition the board for a hearing to temporary close 

½ mile of a section line between Sections 29 and 32, Township 145 North, Range 83 West. 

 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the following Petition for Closing of Section Line Roads: 

 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF 

McLEAN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF  ) 

THE FALKIRK MINING COMPANY FOR AN  ) PETITION FOR CLOSING 

ORDER TEMPORARILY CLOSING CERTAIN  ) OF SECTION LINE ROADS 

SECTION LINE ROADS THAT INTERFERE  ) 

WITH SURFACE COAL MINING OPERATIONS ) 

 

 

 Pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 38-01-07.1 and 38-01-07.2, North Dakota Century Code, The Falkirk Mining 

Company (“Petitioner”) states as follows: 

 

 1. Petitioner is a surface coal mining operator with the right to conduct surface coal mining and reclamation 

operations on or in the vicinity of the lands hereinafter described. 

 

 2. Petitioner requests that the following described section line roads, as shown on the map attached as Exhibit 

A, be temporarily closed due to the fact that such roads interfere with the Petitioner's conduct of surface coal mining 

and reclamation operations: 

 

a. The section line road between NE4 of Section 32 and the SE4 of Section 29, Township 145 North, Range 83 West 

 

 3. Petitioner asserts that the closing of the above described section line road will not deprive adjacent 

landowners access to their property. 

 

 5. After the completion of surface coal mining and reclamation operations, the Petitioner will restore the closed 

section line roads to as good a condition as existed prior to the closing of such roads to the extent required by the 

Board of McLean County Commissioners. 

 

 WHEREFORE, Petitioner requests that the Board of McLean County Commissioners set this matter for hearing and 

that thereafter Petitioner be granted the relief requested. 

 

 Dated this 17th day of February, 2022 

 

 

THE FALKIRK MINING COMPANY 

 

 

By: ____________________________ 

       Jay H. Kost, President 

 

Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the following Notice of Hearing on Petition to Temporarily Close 

Certain Section Line Roads: 

 

 

NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION TO 



TEMPORARILY CLOSE CERTAIN SECTION LINE ROADS 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Petition has been filed by The Falkirk Mining Company, P.O. Box 1087, Underwood, North 

Dakota 58576, with the Board of McLean County Commissioners requesting that the following section line roads be temporarily closed 

in order to conduct surface coal mining and reclamation operations: 

b. The section line road between NE4 of Section 32 and the SE4 of Section 29, Township 145 North, Range 83 West 

 

 After the completion of surface coal mining and reclamation operations, Falkirk will restore the closed sections line 

roads to as good a condition as existed prior to the closing of such roads to the extent required by the Board of McLean County 

Commissioners. 

A hearing on the Petition will be held by the Board of McLean County Commissioners in the McLean County Courthouse at 

Washburn, North Dakota, on the 15th day of March, 2022, at 9:30 a.m., CDT, for the purpose of receiving testimony and evidence 

bearing upon the above request by Falkirk.  Statements may be made orally or in writing at the time of the public hearing.  The Petition, 

along with the map showing the effected section lines, is on file in the office of the McLean County Auditor and may be viewed by 

interested persons during regular office hours. 

 
 By order of the Board of McLean County Commissioners. 

 

              ___________________________ 

Beth Knutson, County Auditor 

 

Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the following vouchers for payment: 

 

  HIGHWAY VOUCHERS  
CHECK #  VENDOR NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

305800 ACME TOOLS 20 - 3XL COVERALLS & 50 - 2XL COVERALLS 419.30 

305801 ENERBASE GAS TO WASHBURN SHOP, TURTLE LAKE SHOP 25,828.48 

305802 FARMERS UNION OIL PROPANE TO UNDERWOOD SHOP 860.68 

305803 FARMERS UNION OIL FUEL, TIRES 3,745.76 

305804 GARRISON CITY WATER/SEWER/GARBAGE 66.47 

305805 JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL PARTS, SEALS & KNIFES 1,650.39 

305806 MCLEAN COUNTY IMPLEMENT PARTS & GARRISON SHOP SUPPLIES 562.44 

305807 MDU WASHBURN, TURTLE LAKE, MAX, GARRISON SHOPS 1,953.57 

305808 ND SURPLUS PROPERTY TOOL KIT 300.00 

305809 NELSON INTERNATIONAL PARTS FOR 13-082 52.48 

305810 SEMCHENKO ELECTRIC INC GARRISON SHOP-REPLACE ELECTRIC IN WALL HEATER 474.41 

305811 S & J HARDWARE PARTS, GARRISON/ROSEGLEN SHOP SUPPLIES  183.60 

305812 WAGON WHEEL LUMBER SCREWS 8.00 

  UNPAID VOUCHERS  
CHECK # VENDOR NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

305813 BHG, INC FOR HARD COPY OF PAPER 10.00 

305814 ASHLEY BROSSART JAIL NURSE 2022 CONTRACT RETAINER,  13,287.00 

  JANUARY SERVICES  

305815 CHASE DRUG INMATE MEDS, WRAPPING PAPER 414.27 

305816 CITY OF WASHBURN LEC, COURTHOUSE 509.85 

305817 CARRON DAY MULTI-HAZARD MITIGATION UPDATE 4,237.74 

305818 DOC'S SHOP OIL CHANGES, ROTATE TIRES, BRAKE PADS & ROTORS, 3,185.76 

  RADIATOR, BATTERY, LEFT FRONT AXLE  
305819 KIMBERLY DWORSHAK DISBURSEMENT OF EXCESS PROCEEDS FROM 2021 26,187.64 

  TAX SALE  

305820 ENERBASE GASOLINE 60.93 

305821 FARMERS UNION OIL GASOLINE 58.02 

305822 GARRISON VETERINARY SERVICE DOG FOOD, EAR MEDS 68.38 

305823 HAZEN STAR HELP WANTED-DISPATCH 289.54 

305824 COURTNEY HOIKKALA MILEAGE 6.20 

305825 MICHAEL HOUSER DISBURSEMENT OF EXCESS PROCEEDS FROM 2021 104.80 

  TAX SALE  

305826 HR COLLABORATIVE HR CONFERENCE REGISTRATION-BLUMHAGEN 200.00 

305827 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. T-1 LINE, VPN, ACTIVE DIRECTORY, ADUF, AZURE  4,184.34 

  AD PLAN  

305828 KORBY KOLDEN  DISBURSEMENT OF EXCESS PROCEEDS FROM 2021 6,645.34 

  TAX SALE  

305829 MCLEAN COUNTY IMPLEMENT WINDSHIELD WASH, OIL FILTER, ANTIFREEZE, ETC 47.25 

305830 MDU GAS - LEC, COURTHOUSE 373.83 

305831 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT INMATE HOUSING 3,035.00 

305832 MIDCO CABLE TV 116.34 

305833 M & M SPORTING 4 SW 15RD MAGAZINES 140.00 

305834 ND SURPLUS PROPERTY RADARS 300.00 

305835 ND SHERIFF'S & DEPUTIES ASSOC 2022 ANNUAL DUES 500.00 

305836 ND VSO ASSOC 2022 YEARLY DUES/CONFERNCE 125.00 

305837 ND WEED CONTROL ASSOC NDWCA MEMBERSHIP FOR 2022 275.00 

305838 NITRO-GREEN SPRAY LAWN FOR WEEDS & FERTILIZER 339.84 

305839 LYNN OBERG HAAG SIGNS 386.10 

305840 PRESORT PLUS POSTAGE 1,487.00 

305841 SEVERIN RINGSAK & MORROW COURT APPOINTED COUNSEL 2,745.00 

305842 SHERIDAN COUNTY AUDITOR VEHICLE EQUIPMENT 150.00 

305843 VILLAGE FAMILY SERVICE CENTER EAP ANNUAL CONTRACT 1/22 TO 12/22 3,300.00 



305844 MAIN STREET MARKET INMATE MEALS 3,811.51 

305845 WILLIAM & DARLENE UNDERWOOD DISBURSEMENT OF EXCESS PROCEEDS FROM 2021 102.79 

  TAX SALE  

305846 WEBER ELECTRIC SPEAKER ENCLOSURE 300.00 

305847 WRT 911 TRUNKING RECURRING 494.36 

305848 WESTERN STEEL & PLUMBING FAUCET VACUUM BREAKER REPAIR KIT 112.75 

305849 WEX BANK FLEET CARD & GASOLINE 16,395.70 

  DIRECT DEPOSIT PAYMENTS  
CHECK # VENDOR NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

2171 KAYLA OBERLANDER GARRISON STATE BANK & BACK 39.76 

2172 CURT MALO REIMBURSE FOR TITLE & REGISTRATION 27.00 

2173 SHERRY GREY RETIREMENT PARTY SUPPLIES 123.82 

2174 ANNA SIX DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 35.76 

  PAID VOUCHERS  
CHECK #  VENDOR NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

305788 ATTORNEY GENERAL MONTHLY COLLECTIONS 24/7 SOBRIETY PROGRAM 2,255.00 

305790 NDPERS/DEFERRED COMP JANUARY 2022 PAYROLL - DEFERRALS 23,160.20 

305791 NDPERS JANUARY 2022 PAYROLL - RETIREMENT 69,467.12 

305792 NDPERS JANUARY 2022 PAYROLL - INSURANCES 158,027.15 

302793 DACOTAH PAPER CO COPY PAPER 422.04 

302794 WEX HEALTH MONTHLY ADMIN FEE 121.00 

305795 MARCO STANDARD PYMT, STANDARD PYMT, STANDARD PYMT 1,999.74 

305796 NDPERS RETIREMENT SYS CORRECTION FOR OCTOBER 2017 7,561.35 

305797 DACOTAH PAPER CO NITRILE GLOVES 455.33 

305798 DACOTAH PAPER CO GARBAGE BAGS, PAPER TOWELS, FLOOR CLEANER, ETC 931.62 

305799 BRENDA HUESERS 2020 TAX ABATEMENT 2,717.38 

 

Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Suydam, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

There being no further business, the chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 9:36 a.m. until the next regularly scheduled 

meeting on Tuesday, March 1, 2022.  The commission minutes and agenda can be found on the county website at 

http://www.mcleancountynd.gov.  

 

___________________________________    ___________________________________ 

Chairperson, Steve Lee      Kayla Oberlander, Deputy Auditor 

http://www.mcleancountynd.gov/

