
McLean County Commission Proceedings 
Wednesday, January 22, 2025 

  
The second regular January meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:31 a.m. by Chairperson Steve 

Lee.  Present were Commissioners Lee, Steve Cottingham, and Curt Olson.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson; Administrative 
Assistant/Receptionist Lynda Snyder; Road Superintendent Jim Grey; and Chief Deputy Sheriff Richard Johnson. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve the minutes of the meetings held on December 17, 2024, as submitted.  

Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Grey presented the Road Policy to the commission.  There were no changes.  Discussion followed. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve the updated McLean County Road Policy as presented. Roll Call Vote: 

Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None. Motion carried. 
 
Grey requested to start bidding for gravel crushing and equipment rental for 2025. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve the Highway Department to start soliciting bids for gravel crushing 

and equipment rental.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried.  Discussion 
followed on where to advertise the bids. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to open gravel crushing bids at 9:00am and equipment rental bids at 9:15am at 

the meeting scheduled for February 19, 2025.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 
 
Grey presented a proposal for two Schulte gravel reclaimers through McLean County Implement.   Prices have increased since 

the budget was finalized for the amount of $40,000 for the two units.  Each unit is now $23,830.00.  Grey stated that one will be for 
Washburn Shop and the other will go to the Garrison Shop.  The reclaimers are currently in stock.  Discussion followed. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to order two gravel reclaimers from McLean County Implement for $23,830.00 

per unit.  Roll Call Vote: Aye:  Cottingham, Olson, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 
 
Grey then presented three proposals for two belly dump trailers.  Northwest Truck and Trailer was priced at $136,284.00 and 

10 weeks out for delivery; RDO Equipment Co. was priced at $134,800 and the trailers are in stock; and I-29 Trailer Sales was priced at 
$135,800.00 and would be in stock the end of May.  The budgeted amount was $150,000.00.   Chairperson Lee clarified that we are 
not required to take the lowest bid but are allowed to take what is considered to be the best bid.  The Highway Department may have 
a preference with one company versus another.  Discussion followed. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to purchase two Cross Country belly dump trailers from RDO Equipment Co. at a 

price of $67,400 per unit.  Discussion followed.  Grey stated that we will be selling one of the old belly dump trailers and keeping the 
other.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 
Grey discussed an email he had received from Jon Martin of Wold Engineering regarding the bridge on County Road (CR) 13 

that is being replaced.  The email discusses a possible road closure and the detour needed for the construction.  Discussion followed.   
 
Grey stated that he and Assistant Road Superintendent Travis Verke will be attending the 2025 NDACE County Roads 

Conference in Fargo on January 29 – 31, 2025.  Discussion followed. 
 
Johnson notified the commissioners that after conducting lieutenant interviews, Patrol Sergeant Cody Meadows was 

promoted to lieutenant effective February 1, 2025.  He requested permission to advertise the open sergeant position in-house.  
Discussion followed.  

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve advertising the sergeant position in-house.  Discussion followed on 

requirements for Commission approval for open positions.    Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion 
carried. 

 
Knutson presented a copy of the commission meeting schedule in order to schedule the Park Board meetings.  Discussion 

followed. 
 
Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to set the Park Board meetings for April 8, 2025 and August 5, 2025 at 8:00 am 

prior to the County Commission meetings.  Discussion followed. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion 
carried. 

 
Knutson presented an email received from Chad Oswald to switch agents within same insurance company. Our current agent 

is Mike Nelson with Farmers Union Insurance.  Knutson stated that she has put a lot of work into making sure things are accurately 
and properly insured with the current agent and would prefer not to switch at this time.  The Commissioners agreed with Knutson as 
there will be no monetary benefit and we are not having any issues with the current agent. Discussion followed. 

 
Assistant Director of Tax Equalization Elizabeth Patterson joined the meeting and presented two applications from the 

Planning and Zoning Commission meeting held on January 21, 2025. 
 
Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the variance 

application submitted by Rick J. and Andrea J. Hedberg, involving land located in Lot 5, Deepwater Creek Cabin Site, Township 149 
North, Range 90 West.  The above-named applicants seek a variance to allow the construction of a structure closer than 15 feet from 
the side lot line, as proclaimed in Subsection 6 of Section 5.2.4 of the revised McLean County Zoning Ordinance as adopted on 
September 1, 1982 and as amended on May 24, 2022.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 



 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the Conditional 

Use permit submitted by Sundre Sand & Gravel, Inc., Minot, North Dakota (on behalf of landowner, Nathan Strecker), involving land 
located in the E½SE¼ of Section 11 and SW¼ of Section 12, Township 143 North, Range 81 West.  The above-named applicant seeks 
approval of a Conditional Use Permit to expand the existing sand and gravel pit for mining, processing and selling of sand and gravel 
products.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Cottingham tendered his resignation from the Planning and Zoning Commission and moved to appoint Curt Olson to the 

remainder of an unexpired 4-year term that will end on December 31, 2025. Lee seconded.  Discussion followed. Roll Call Vote: Aye: 
Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Olson opened up discussion on a bill coming before legislature to rename Highway 200 to ND Fallen Peace Officer Memorial 

Highway.  The proponents of the bill are asking counties to do resolutions in support of the bill.  There will be no cost to the county to 
make this change. Olson stated that Political Subdivisions or individuals are able to name a mile of the newly named highway in 
memory of a fallen officer. Discussion followed. 

 
Knutson stated that a letter of support can be drafted in the event the measure is heard prior to our next meeting. 
 
Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to allow Knutson to submit a letter of support for the bill being introduced to 

change the name of Highway 200 to ND Fallen Peace Officer Memorial Highway.   Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  
Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve the following vouchers:  
 
A detailed list of checks is available for public inspection anytime during regular business hours in the McLean County 

Auditor’s Office. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Knutson discussed the Primary Residence Credit (PRC) refunds for mobile home owners.  When the PRC was implemented, it 

was not taken into consideration that mobile home taxes are due for the current year and many have paid their taxes before the PRC 
has been applied.  This results in an abatement needing to be filed and a refund issued.  Discussion followed. 

 
There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 9:17 a.m.  The commission minutes 

and agenda can be found on the county website at https://www.mcleancountynd.gov 
 
 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Steve Lee, Chairperson     Lynda Snyder, Administrative Assistant 
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