
McLean County Commission Proceedings 
Tuesday, July 22, 2025 

 
The second regular July meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairperson Steve Lee.  

Present were Commissioners Lee, Steve Cottingham, and Curt Olson.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson; Deputy Auditor 
Lynda Snyder; Road Superintendent James Grey; Jon Martin and Mike Rivinius of Wold Engineering; John Phillips of Coal Conversion 
Counties; Adam Ourada of Falkirk Mining Company; Rainbow Energy Center Vice President of External Affairs Jessica Bell; Lignite 
Energy Council Manager, Government and Public Affairs-ND Operations David Straley; and Lignite Energy Council Interim President 
and Chief Executive Officer Jonathan Fortner. 

 
Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the minutes of the meeting held on July 8, 2025, as submitted.  Roll 

Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Grey reported that the department continues blading and graveling and that advertisements for mowing right-of-ways were 

placed.  He stated that a beaver dam by a Falkirk slough has been excavated and is being monitored.  Discussion followed. 
 
Rivinius stated that flex funding applications can now be submitted for matching dollars for expected 2026.  Projects for 2026 

are currently estimated to be $7.66 million.  He stated that the Board of Commissioners will need to decide the cost share percentage 
they would like to propose.    Discussion followed.   

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve Wold Engineering applying for flex funding with a county cost share 

of 51%. Discussion followed. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to amend the motion to increase the county cost share percentage from 51% to 

75%.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion to amend carried. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve Wold Engineering applying for flex funding with a cost share of 75%. 

Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None. Amended motion carried. 
 

Rivinius also stated that applications for flex funding should be submitted for top five bridge replacements and top five bridge 
removals.  The North Dakota Department of Transportation will review the submitted applications and short list the applicants for 
repair or removal.  Discussion followed 
 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to change the allowed weight limit from 10-ton to 7-ton on the wood bridge near 
Max.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Rivinius stated that Wold Engineering will bring a list of recommended structures to the next meeting scheduled for August 

5, 2025.   
 

Knutson informed the commission of the promotion of James Alexander in the Highway Department from Equipment 
Operator II to Equipment Operator III effective August 1, 2025.  She requested a wage increase to $53,809.12 to $59,618.08 with a 
further adjustment to the next step after a six-month probation period. 

 
Grey explained that Alexander is filling the Max opening and that there will now be an opening for two Equipment Operator 

II positions in Garrison.  He also stated that they are still looking for an Equipment Operator II or III in Washburn area.  Discussion 
followed. 
 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the salary adjustment as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, 
Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 

Assistant Director of Tax Equalization Elizabeth Patterson joined the meeting. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the application 

submitted by Bernice Schlichting, whose post office address is Garrison, North Dakota, requesting approval of a subdivision plat 
involving land located in parts of the W½W½ of the SE¼, the W½E½W½ of the SE¼, and part of Government Lot 3, of Section 32, St. 
Mary Township.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the application 

submitted by Bruce C. & Kim Nodland, whose post office address is Turtle Lake, North Dakota, requesting a variance of the setback 
requirements of the McLean County Zoning Ordinance involving land located in Lot 5, Crooked Lake Subdivision, Township 148 North, 
Range 80 West, to construct a structure closer than 15 feet from the side lot line and 125 feet from the centerline of county roads 
15M and 15N Street NW, as proclaimed in Subsection 6 of Section 5.2.4 of the revised McLean County Zoning Ordinance as adopted 
on September 1, 1982, and as amended on May 24, 2022.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the application 

submitted by Hasco, LLC, whose post office address is Ruso, North Dakota, requesting a variance of the setback requirements of the 
McLean County Zoning Ordinance involving land located in Lot 20, Paradise Retreat, Horseshoe Valley Township, to construct a 
structure closer than 15 feet from the side lot lines and 25 feet from the front lot line, as proclaimed in Subsection 6 of Section 5.2.4 
of the revised McLean County Zoning Ordinance as adopted on September 1, 1982 and as amended on May 24, 2022.  Roll Call Vote: 
Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the application 

submitted by Hasco, LLC, whose post office address is Ruso, North Dakota, requesting a variance of the setback requirements of the 
McLean County Zoning Ordinance involving land located in Lot 19, Paradise Retreat, Horseshoe Valley Township, to construct a 



structure closer than 15 feet from the side lot lines and 25 feet from the front lot line, as proclaimed in Subsection 6 of Section 5.2.4 
of the revised McLean County Zoning Ordinance as adopted on September 1, 1982, and as amended on May 24, 2022.  Roll Call Vote: 
Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 

McLean County Water Resource Board Members Lynn Oberg, Shannon Jeffers, and Gerard Goven joined the meeting. 
 
 Ourada requested a public hearing be set for temporary closure according to the petition below: 
 

Before The Board Of 
Mclean County Commissioners 

 
 

 In the Matter of the Application of        ) 
 The Falkirk Mining Company for an       ) Petition for Closing 
 Order Temporarily Closing certain         ) of Section Line Roads 
 Section Line Roads that Interfere          ) 
 with Surface Coal Mining Operations   ) 
 
 
 Pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 38-01-07.1 and 38-01-07.2, North Dakota Century Code, The Falkirk Mining Company 
(“Petitioner”) states as follows: 
 

1. Petitioner is a surface coal mining operator with the right to conduct surface coal mining and reclamation operations on 
or in the vicinity of the lands hereinafter described. 

 
2. Petitioner requests that the following described section line roads, as shown on the map attached as Exhibit A, be 

temporarily closed to allow a safe and efficient means to conduct reconstruction of Petitioner’s coal conveyance system 
and any support related services: 

 
a. The section line road located between the E½ of Section 8 and the W½ of Section 9, Township 146 North, Range 

82 West 
 

b. The section line road between the SE¼ of Section 5 and the SW¼ of Section 4, Township 146 North, Range 82 West 
 

3. Petitioner asserts that the closing of the above-described section line roads will not deprive adjacent landowners 
access to their property. 
 

4. After the completion of mining operations, the Petitioner will restore the closed section line roads to as good a condition 
as existed prior to the closing of such roads to the extent required by the Board of McLean County Commissioners. 

 
Wherefore, Petitioner requests that the Board of McLean County Commissioners set this matter for hearing and that thereafter 
Petitioner be granted the relief requested. 

 
  Dated this 22nd day of July, 2025 
 
  The Falkirk Mining Company 
 
 
  By: ____________________________ 
             Jay H. Kost, its President 
 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to schedule the public hearing on the presented petition for road closures for 
August 19, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. in the McLean County Commission Room.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  
Motion carried. 

 
Knutson presented Benedict’s 2026 Police Contract for signing. 
 
Knutson presented the resolution below for signature to expand membership of the NDPERS Public Safety Defined Benefit 

Retirement Plan per HB 1419 (2025 Legislative Session) allowing jailers/dispatchers to participate.  Discussion followed. 
 

Resolution To Expand Membership Of The NDPERS Public Safety Defined Benefit Retirement Plan Per HB 1419 (2025 Legislative 
Session) 

 
Whereas the McLean County Board of Commissioners desires to affirm to North Dakota Public Employees Retirement System that 
McLean County is formed pursuant to N.D.C.C. § 11-01-29, and is neither a non-profit corporation nor a for-profit corporation, to 
expand membership of the NDPERS Public Safety Defined Benefit Retirement Plan per HB 1419 (2025 legislative session) and offer the 
plan to all eligible dispatch and emergency medical service (EMS) employees of the McLean County Sheriff’s Department and that the 
Board approves expanding the NDPERS Public Safety Defined Benefit Retirement Plan to all eligible dispatch and emergency medical 
service (EMS) employees effective August  1, 2025. 
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by the McLean County Board of Commissioners, Washburn, North Dakota at their regularly scheduled 
meeting held on July 22, 2025, in Washburn, ND. A motion for McLean County to affirm to North Dakota Public Employees Retirement 
System that McLean County is formed pursuant to N.D.C.C. § 11-01-29, and is neither a non-profit corporation nor a for-profit 
corporation, to expand membership of the NDPERS Public Safety Defined Benefit Retirement Plan per HB 1419 (2025 legislative 
session) and offer the plan to all eligible dispatch and emergency medical service (EMS) employees of the McLean County Sheriff’s 
Department and that the Board approves expanding the NDPERS Public Safety Defined Benefit Retirement Plan to all eligible dispatch 



and emergency medical service (EMS) employees effective August  1, 2025. Motion was made by Commissioner Steve Cottingham, 
seconded by Commission Curt Olson. Motion passed. 
 
Approved by the McLean County Commission on this 22nd day of July, 2025. 
 
County Of Mclean, Washburn, North Dakota       
 

Attest: 
          

_________________________________   ____________________________________ 
Steve Lee      Beth A. Knutson 
McLean County Chairperson    McLean County Auditor 

 
_________________________________ 
Steve Cottingham 
McLean County Commissioner 

 
_________________________________ 
Curt Olson 
McLean County Commissioner 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to adopt the resolution as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and 

Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Knutson stated that NDCC 44-08-04 was amended by the legislature in SB2084 for in-state lodging and updated the rate to 

$110.00 per night.   
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve the presented adjustment to reimburse $110 per night for in-state 

lodging.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the local raffle permit application by Strawberry Lake Improvement 

Association for a raffle to be held at DL Strawberry Kooler on May 2, 2026, with prizes listed as four separate quarters of beef 
(processed and packaged), a Traeger grill, and a Blackstone griddle with a total prize value of $5,500.00.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, 
Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
McLean-Mercer Regional Library Director Beth Bruestle joined the meeting. 
 
Chairperson Lee adjourned the meeting at 9:16 a.m. 
 
Chairperson Lee reconvened the meeting at 9:21 a.m. 

 
Oberg presented the proposed budget for the Water Resource Board for 2026.  Upcoming projects around McLean County 

were discussed.  Total proposed budget presented, $173,500.00.   
 
Bruestle presented the proposed budget for McLean-Mercer Regional Library for 2026.  She discussed a proposed salary 

increase of $1.00 per hour for all staff.  Bruestle presented the preliminary budgeted revenue then proposed non-salary expenditures.  
Total budget presented, $852,781.00, with McLean County’s portion being $357,195.00. 
 

Building Maintenance Supervisor Curt Malo joined the meeting. 
 

Fortner presented an industry update to the McLean County Board detailing what makes North Dakota’s lignite industry 
different.  Discussion followed. 
 

Grey presented the proposed Highway Administration budget.  Salaries increased from $144,909.55 to $150,293.89; Health 
Insurance increased from $32,500.00 to $34,1000; Life Insurance increased from $5.04 to $20.00; Retirement increased from 
$24,000.00 to $25,000.00; and Overtime increased from $2,850.00 to $3,000.00.  Total proposed budget presented, $227,713.89.   

 
Grey presented the proposed budget for Highway Shop-Washburn/Garrison with no changes.  Total proposed budget 

presented, $25,000.00.   
 
Grey presented the proposed Highway Equipment Expense budget. Capital Outlay decreased from $722,000.00 to 

$707,000.00.  Total proposed budget presented $1,592,000.00.   
 
Grey presented the proposed budget for Highway Maintenance/Construction.  Salaries increased from $1,279,738.77 to 

1,310,961.13; Health Insurance increased from $450,000.00 to $470,500.00; Retirement increased from $210,000.00 to $215,000.00; 
Employer FICA increased from $86,000.00 to $88,000.00; Engineering decreased from $75,000.00 to $50,000.00; Asphalt Patching 
decreased from $30,000.00 to $20,000.00; and Overtime decreased from $102,379.10 to $100,000.00.  Total budget presented, 
$3,465,031.13.   

 
Grey presented the proposed budget for Highway Maintenance Sheds with no changes.  Total budget presented, $13,000.00.   
 
Grey presented the proposed budget for Farm to Market Road. Engineering decreased from $200,000.00 to $0.00; and 

Construction decreased from $701,670.42 to $0.00.  Total budget presented, $0.00.   
 

Knutson presented the proposed Building and Grounds budget. Salaries increased from $184,546.50 to $229,286.79; 
Equipment Repair decreased from $45,000.00 to $30,000.00; Building Repair decreased from $130,000.00 to $110,000.00; Janitorial 



Supplies and Janitorial Supplies-Law Enforcement Center decreased from $15,000.00 to $12,000.00; Heat Pumps/Boiler Repair and 
Heat Pumps/Boiler Repair-Law Enforcement Center decreased from $20,000.00 to $15,000.00; Lights, Tools, Misc. increased from 
$4,000.00 to $5,000.00; Equipment Purchases decreased from $20,000.00 to $10,000.00; County Extension Rental Agreement 
increased from $6,600.00 to $10,000.00; and Overtime decreased from $6,500.00 to $6,428.34.  Total proposed budget presented, 
$599,715.13. 
 

Knutson presented the proposed Motor Pool budget with no changes.  Total proposed budget presented, $13,100.00 
 

Knutson presented the proposed Employee Benefits budget.  Medical Insurance increased from $1,425,000.00 to 
$1,700,000.00; Life Insurance increased from $250.00 to $1,500.00; Employee FICA increased from $277,000.00 to $292,000.00; 
Employee Medicare increased from $65,000.00 to $70,000.00; Retirement increased from $673,000.00 to $715,000.00; Workforce 
Safety Insurance increased from $118,000.00 to $120,000.00; and Unemployment Compensation increased from $11,000.00 to 
$22,500.00.  Total proposed budget presented, $2,928,600.00. 
 

Knutson presented the proposed Sheriff’s budget. Salaries decreased from $2,603,123.59 to $2,583,761.01; Prisoner Board 
increased from $25,000.00 to $30,000.00; Prisoner Meals decreased from $75,000.00 to $50,000.00; Data Access Charges increased 
from $50,000.00 to $65,000.00; Capital/Outlay decreased from $250,000.00 to $175,000.00; SIRN Radio System increased from 
$10,000.00 to $20,000.00; and Overtime increased from $300,000.00 to $320,000.00.  Total proposed budget presented, 
$3,457,261.01. 
 
 Knutson presented the proposed Sheriff’s Vehicles budget with Gasoline decreasing from $215,000.00 to $200,000.00.  Total 
proposed budget presented, $267,000.00.   
 

Knutson presented the proposed budget for Vehicle Impound and Towing with no changes.  Total proposed budget 
presented, $6,000.00. 
 
 Knutson presented the proposed Extension Agent budget, Salaries-Agents increased from $58,992.00 to $60,023.00; Salaries-
Administrative Assistant decreased from $61,996.24 to $42,919.62; Office Supplies/Ribbons/Paper increased from $1,100.00 to 
$1,300.00; Educational/Meeting Materials increased from $1,500.00 to $1,600.00; and Capital Outlay/Equipment increased from 
$3,000.00 to $5,000.00.  Total proposed budget presented, $125,532.62. 
 
 Knutson presented the proposed Senior Citizens budget. Meals Program increased from $144,734.00 to $153,180.00 and 
Butte Senior Center decreased from $600.00 to $0.00.  Total proposed budget presented, $188,180.00. 
 

Knutson presented the proposed First District Health budget with Levy Distribution increasing from $213,700.00 to 
$216,680.00.  Total proposed budget presented, $216,680.00. 
 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve the County’s preliminary budget for 2026 as presented.  Discussion 
followed. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the following vouchers for payment: 
 
A detailed list of checks is available for public inspection anytime during regular business hours in the McLean County Auditor’s Office. 
 

Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 

There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 11:11 a.m.  The commission minutes 
and agenda can be found on the county website at https://www.mcleancountynd.gov. 

 
 
___________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Steve Lee, Chairperson     Lynda Snyder, Deputy Auditor 

https://www.mcleancountynd.gov/
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