
McLean County Commission Proceedings 
Tuesday, August 19, 2025 

 
The second regular August meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairperson Steve Lee.  

Present were Commissioners Lee, Steve Cottingham, and Curt Olson.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson; Deputy Auditor 
Lynda Snyder; Road Superintendent James Grey; Jerry Traub; and Tim Eslinger.  

 
Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the minutes of the meeting held on August 5, 2025, as submitted. Roll 

Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 
 
Grey presented an update on department operations reporting that mowing and blade work continues across the county 

although rain has caused some challenges.  Discussion followed. 
 
Grey stated the blocked drainage pipe previously discussed on County Road 3 has been opened up.  He also stated there have 

not been any further issues and no further action will be taken at this time.  Discussion followed. 
 
Grey opened up discussion about the three-point shoulder discs owned by McLean County.  He stated that the newly 

purchased gravel reclaimers are used by the Highway Department and the shoulder discs are only used rarely by the Townships.  Lee 
suggested the Highway Department retain the shoulder discs but promote use of the equipment by the townships.  Discussion 
followed. 
 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to reschedule today’s public hearing for temporary closure of a section line to 
September 3, 2025 at 9 a.m. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 
 Knutson presented the McLean County Public Comment Policy.  Discussion followed. 
 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the new policy as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham 
and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 
 Knutson presented the Resolution below implementing the new policy: 

 
Mclean COUNTY 

Resolution Of Policy 
Regarding Public Comment Requirements at Regular Meetings 

 
 Whereas, McLean County (the “County”) is a North Dakota County and political subdivision under Chapter 11 of the 
North Dakota Century Code (N.D.C.C.).  
 
 Whereas, as a North Dakota political subdivision, the County is subject to North Dakota’s open meetings requirements under 
Chapter 44-04 of the N.D.C.C. 
 

Whereas, during the 2025 Legislative Session, the North Dakota Legislature approved SB 2180, a bill that includes a new 
public meeting requirement in Chapter 44-04 for cities, counties, townships, school districts, park districts, and water resource districts 
(the “Public Entities”). 

   
Whereas, under SB 2180, at every regularly scheduled meeting, the Public Entities must include an opportunity for members 

of the public to provide comments. 
 
Whereas, SB 2180 directs the Public Entities to implement policies that include rules for public comments, including time 

limits for public speakers, total meeting time limitations for public comment, rules regarding permissible topics, and rules of decorum. 
 

Whereas, as a county, the County must comply with SB 2180 and approves this RESOLUTION OF POLICY in compliance with the 
public comment policy requirements under SB 2180. 
  
 Now Therefore, Be It Resolved that this RESOLUTION OF POLICY represents the County’s official policy regarding public comments 
at regular board meetings as mandated under SB 2180.   
 

Be It Further Resolved that the County’s policy under this RESOLUTION OF POLICY ensures the public’s right to speak at a regular 
meeting and ensures the public comment process is orderly, efficient, and respectful. 
 
 Be It Further Resolved that the County approves the following policy regarding public comments at the County’s meetings, 
under SB 2180: 
 

1. The County will include a public comment agenda item as the first non-procedural agenda item at all regular meetings of the 
County. 

a. “Regular” meetings include the County’s regularly scheduled monthly meetings, as approved by the County and filed 
with the County Auditor, all as required under N.D.C.C. § 44-04-20(3). 

 
2. Each person interested in providing public comments at a meeting must submit a speaker card, in person or via email, to the 

County Auditor prior to the meeting being called to order that includes: 
a. the person’s name; 
b. the person’s address; and 
c. an agenda item from the current meeting agenda or the previous meeting agenda that the person seeks to address. 

 
3. If a speaker card does not include all three items above, the person is disqualified and the person may not speak at the 

meeting.  
 



4. The County will afford each person three minutes to provide comments. The County will notify each speaker when the three 
minutes have expired and the speaker will promptly conclude. 

 
5. To ensure orderly and efficient meetings, the County will limit the public comment agenda item to a total of thirty minutes, 

regardless of how many people have submitted speaker cards.  
 

6. The County will call on each person who has properly submitted a completed speaker card to present public comments, in 
the order of submission.  

 
7. All comments must: 

a. address the agenda item identified on the speaker card, from the current meeting agenda or the previous meeting 
agenda; and 

b. be pertinent to the County. 
 

8. Comments may not: 
a. be defamatory, abusive, harassing, or unlawful; 
b. include information that is exempt or confidential under North Dakota open records or open meetings law; or 
c. interfere with the orderly conduct of the County’s meeting.  

 
9. Speakers may not yield their allotted time to another person. 

 
10. Anyone unable or unwilling to speak in-person may submit written comments to the County Auditor prior to the meeting; the 

written comments must include the person’s name and address and must be pertinent to an agenda item from the current 
meeting agenda or the previous meeting agenda. If a person submits written comments to the County Auditor at least twenty-
four hours prior to the County’s meeting, the County Auditor will circulate and distribute the comments to the County 
Commissioners prior to the meeting and the County will address and discuss the comments at the meeting. If a person submits 
written comments to the County Auditor less than twenty-four hours prior to a meeting, the County will not address or discuss 
the comments at that meeting and the County Auditor will circulate and distribute the comments to the County Commission 
after the meeting. 

 
Be It Further Resolved that this RESOLUTION OF POLICY supersedes any of the County’s previous policies or practices regarding 
public comments at the County’s meetings.  

 
Dated this 19th day of August, 2025. 

 
Attest:      Mclean County Commission 

 
 

_______________________________  By: _________________________________ 
Beth Knutson, County Auditor 

 
       By: _________________________________ 
 
 
       By: _________________________________ 
        
  Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the resolution implementing the new policy as presented.  Roll Call 
Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to include January 2, 2026, as a holiday for the 2026 calendar year.  Roll Call Vote: 
Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve the following vouchers for payment: 
 

 A detailed list of checks is available for public inspection anytime during regular business hours in the McLean County 
Auditor’s Office. 
 

Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Lee recessed the meeting at 8:55 a.m. 
 
Chairperson Lee reconvened the meeting at 8:58 a.m. 
 
Assistant Director of Tax Equalization Elizabeth Patterson joined the meeting and presented two applications from the 

Planning and Zoning Commission meeting held on August 18, 2025. 
 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the application 

submitted by Hasco, LLC, of Ruso, North Dakota, requesting approval of a conditional use permit involving land located in Lots 1 and 
2, Heidrich’s 2nd Addition, located in Government Lots 3 and 4, Section 2, Horseshoe Valley Township to construct a non-farm 
structure on agricultural land.   Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the application 

submitted by Lake View Properties, LLC (Gerald Traub, landowner), requesting approval of a subdivision plat involving land located in 
the N½SE¼ of Section 13, Township 148 North, Range 84 West, to develop a 36-lot rural residential subdivision to be known as Lots 1 
through 36 of Centennial Subdivision, contingent upon the recommended stop signs and street signs being placed by the developer.  
Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 



 
There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 9:14 a.m.  The commission minutes and 

agenda can be found on the county website at https://www.mcleancountynd.gov. 
 
 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Steve Lee, Chairperson     Lynda Snyder, Deputy Auditor 
 

 

https://www.mcleancountynd.gov/
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