
McLean County Commission Proceedings 
Tuesday, September 16, 2025 

 
The second regular September meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairperson Steve 

Lee.  Present were Commissioners Lee, Steve Cottingham, and Curt Olson.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson; Deputy Auditor 
Lynda Snyder; Road Superintendent James Grey; Clerk of Court Gwyn Bosch; Chief Deputy Auditor Lori Foss; NDSU Extension Agent 
Kamile Moderegger; Falkirk Mining Company (Falkirk) Representatives Brad Erickson and Adam Ourada; John Fransen; Amanda and 
Wade Haseleu; Tania Eichhorst; Wold Engineering Representatives Michael Rivinius and Jon Martin; Paul Anderson; Don Paulsen; 
Steven Heger; James Coutts; and Duane Beck. 
 

Foss presented an updated NDSU Extension Administrative Assistant job description.  Discussion followed. 
 
Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the job description as presented and advertise the position with a 

target start date of November 3, 2025.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 

 Knutson presented the 2025 and 2026 Police Contracts for Riverdale and the 2025 Police Contracts for Wilton, Washburn, 
and Turtle Lake. 
 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the Police Contracts as presented.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: 
Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
 Grey presented an update on the department stating that mowing, graveling, and blading continues although rain has caused 
some delays.  
  
 Grey stated the train bridge east of Max recently burned.  He also stated that permanent barricades have been installed and 
an investigation is being completed by the Fire Marshall and the McLean County Sheriff’s Department.  Knutson stated that it does 
not appear that insurance funds will be received to cover replacing the bridge but this bridge was included in the Flex Funds applied 
for with the North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT).  Discussion followed. 
 
 Grey reported that he had contacted the NDDOT regarding County Road (CR) 24 being turned into a state-maintained 
roadway.  He was informed that the County Board of Commissioners must send a letter with their request and the reasons supporting 
the change.  The engineers at the state will review the request.  He also stated it will be a long process but he will put together a list 
of items to consider going forward and return to a later meeting with those items.  Discussion followed. 
 
 Grey presented a boring permit request from Phil Sand of Bismarck, ND, to install a 1.25” water line. 
 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve the boring permit to install a 1.25” water line for Phil Sand.  Roll Call 
Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Grey presented requests to install overhead transmission lines from Eric Popinga at Central Power Electric Cooperative to 

provide power to Sheridan County in Section 21, Township 149 North, Range 79 West; Section 22, Township 149 North, Range 79 
West; Section 27, Township 149 North, Range 79 West; Section 36, Township 149 North, Range 79 West; Section 32, Township 149 
North, Range 78 West; Section 33, Township 149 North, Range 78 West; and Section 33, Township 149 North, Range 78 West.  
Discussion followed.   

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve all seven of the line crossing permit requests for Central Power Electric 

Cooperative.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 
 Assistant Director of Tax Equalization Elizabeth Patterson joined the meeting presenting four applications from the Planning 
and Zoning Commission meeting held on September 15, 2025. 

 
Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the application 

submitted by Hasco, LLC, whose post office address is Ruso, North Dakota, requesting a variance of the setback requirements of the 
McLean County Zoning Ordinance involving land located in Lot 1, Heidrich’s 2nd Addition, Horseshoe Valley Township.  The above-
named applicant seeks a variance to allow the construction of a structure closer than 15 feet from the side lot lines, as proclaimed in 
Subsection 6 of Section 5.2.4 of the revised McLean County Zoning Ordinance as adopted on September 1, 1982 and as amended on 
May 24, 2022.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the application 
submitted by Dallas and Vicki Benzmiller, requesting approval of a variance of the setback requirements of the McLean County Zoning 
Ordinance involving land located in Lot 85, Snake Creek Cottage Site, Malcolm Township, to allow the construction of a structure closer 
than 15 feet from the side lot line and 30 feet from the rear lot line, as proclaimed in Subsection 6 of Section 5.2.4 of the revised 
McLean County Zoning Ordinance as adopted on September 1, 1982 and as amended on May 24, 2022. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, 
Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the application 

submitted by Fisher Sand & Gravel Co., Dickinson, North Dakota, on behalf of landowners Sharon and Harold J. Neurohr, requesting 
approval of a Conditional Use Permit involving the SW1/4 of Section 16, Horseshoe Valley Township.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, 
Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the application 

submitted by Don L. Miller of Selah, Washington for a subdivision plat involving land located in the S½SE¼SE¼ of Section 30, Township 
148 North, Range 84 West.  The above-named applicant seeks approval of a subdivision plat to develop a 10-lot rural residential 



subdivision to be known as Lots 1 through 10 of Miller’s First Subdivision.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  
Motion carried. 
 

Patterson reported that there are currently 78 unsold lots in previously approved subdivisions.  Discussion followed. 
 
Chairperson Lee recessed the meeting at 9:02 a.m. 
 
Chairperson Lee reconvened the meeting at 9:03 a.m. for the McLean County Budget Hearing 
 
Knutson presented the budget for January 1 to December 31, 2026.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Cottingham 

requested time to look over the budget. 
 

 Chairperson Lee recessed the budget hearing until October 7, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. 
 

State’s Attorney Ladd Erickson joined the meeting via telephone. 
 

Chairperson Lee reconvened the public hearing on the below petition filed with the McLean County Board of Commissioners: 
 

Before The Board Of 
Mclean County Commissioners 

 
 

 In the matter of the Application of       ) 
 The Falkirk Mining Company for an      ) Petition for Closing 
 Order Temporarily Closing Certain       ) of Section Line Roads 
 Section Line Roads that Interfere          ) 
 With Surface Coal Mining Operations  ) 
 
 
 Pursuant to the provisions of Chapters 38-01-07.1 and 38-01-07.2, North Dakota Century Code, The Falkirk Mining Company 
(“Petitioner”) states as follows: 
 

1. Petitioner is a surface coal mining operator with the right to conduct surface coal mining and reclamation operations on or in 
the vicinity of the lands hereinafter described. 
 

2. Petitioner requests that the following described section line roads, as shown on the map attached as Exhibit A, be temporarily 
closed to allow a safe and efficient means to conduct reconstruction of Petitioner’s coal conveyance system and any support 
related services: 

 
a. The section line road located between the E½ of Section 8 and the W½ of Section 9, Township 146 North, Range 

82 WestThe section line road between the SE¼ of Section 5 and the SW¼ of Section 4, Township 146 North, 
Range 82 West 

 
b. Petitioner asserts that the closing of the above-described section line roads will not deprive adjacent 

landowners access to their property. 
 

3. After the completion of mining operations, the Petitioner will restore the closed section line roads to as good a condition as 
existed prior to the closing of such roads to the extent required by the Board of McLean County Commissioners. 

 
Wherefore, Petitioner requests that the Board of McLean County Commissioners set this matter for hearing and that thereafter 
Petitioner be granted the relief requested. 

 
  Dated this 16th day of September, 2025 
 
  The Falkirk Mining Company 
 
  By: ____________________________ 
             Jay H. Kost, its President 

 
Commissioner Cottingham recused himself from voting and discussion as he is an employee of Falkirk and is involved with 

the project for which the road closure is being requested.   
 

Erickson presented his recommendations and concerns with the proposed closure and median expansion.  Discussion 
followed.   

 
Ourada stated that Old Highway 83 will be maintained to county standards as necessary for farm traffic and all other traffic.  

Discussion followed. 
 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Lee, to approve temporary closure of 28th Avenue NW contingent upon the relocated route 
being completed, median widened, Old Highway 83 being made passable as a minimum maintenance plus roadway and once mining 
is complete the road will be returned to its original placement and the land will be reclaimed in the area of the alternate route.  In 
addition, the county will do a traffic study once in place in order to request speed limit reductions from NDDOT and Falkirk must 
consult with the McLean County Highway Department on the construction and maintenance of roads.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call 
Vote: Aye: Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None. Abstained: Cottingham.  Motion carried. 

 
Chairperson Lee adjourned the public hearing at 10:33 a.m. 



 
Chairperson Lee reconvened the McLean County Board of Commissioners meeting at 10:36 a.m. 

 
 Knutson stated that because the White Shield Ambulance District is not Tribally owned, as previously thought, an 
organizational meeting must be held as they do not fall under any of the other exemptions.  Discussion followed. 
 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to authorize the Auditor’s Office to set up an organizational meeting for the White 
Shield Ambulance District.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None. Motion carried. 
 

Knutson presented a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between McLean County and the Secretary of State for all 
election equipment used by McLean County but owned by the state. 
 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the MOU as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and 
Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
 Building and Maintenance Supervisor Curt Malo joined the meeting to present two bids from C & H Glass for six new windows 
on the second floor of the courthouse building on the north side. The first bid was in the amount of $17,786.00 to replace six windows 
with fixed windows.  The second bid was in the amount of $22,478.00 to replace six windows with non-fixed windows.  Discussion 
followed. 
  
 Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the bid in the amount of $17,786.00 to replace six windows with fixed 
windows.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried.  
 

Disaster Emergency Services Director Noelle Kroll joined the meeting and presented that Douglas Township would like to 
apply for a Flexible Transportation Fund Program and needs a letter of support from McLean County stating that they are aware of 
the intended use of the funds.  The funds would be used for culvert and grade raising along Douglas Creek due to water going over 
the road during heavy rain events and spring melt.  The first project has an estimated cost of $21,300, the township will commit 
$1,000.00 and is asking for $20,130.00 in flex funding.  The second project has an estimated cost of $32,520.00, the township will 
commit $1,000.00 and is asking for $31,520.00 in flex funding.  Discussion followed. 
 
 Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve Kroll drafting a letter to the State of North Dakota Department of 
Transportation supporting the intended use of Flex Funds by Douglas Township.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: 
None.  Motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve the following vouchers for payment: 
 
A detailed list of checks is available for public inspection anytime during regular business hours in the McLean County 

Auditor’s Office. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 10:51 a.m.  The commission minutes 

and agenda can be found on the county website at https://www.mcleancountynd.gov. 
 
 

___________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Steve Lee, Chairperson     Lynda Snyder, Deputy Auditor 

 

https://www.mcleancountynd.gov/
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