
McLean County Commission Proceedings 

Wednesday, October 2, 2024 

  

The first regular October meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairperson Steve Cottingham.  Present were 
Commissioners Cottingham, Steve Lee, and Barry Suydam.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson; Administrative Assistant/Receptionist Lynda Snyder; McLean 

County Water Resource Board Member Lynn Oberg; Road Superintendent James Grey; Assistant Road Superintendent Travis Verke; Chief Deputy Auditor Lori A Foss; 

Eide Bailly Auditors Skye Hertel and Jared Mack; Daryl and Shelly Metzger; Diane Matzke; Don Streifel; and Dan Johannes. 
 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on September 17, 2024, as submitted.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, 

Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried.   
 

Foss presented a salary adjustment for a tentative new Equipment Operator II hire as he was previously employed by McLean County and has experience.  

Discussion followed.   
 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the salary adjustment to a starting wage of $56,457.88.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, 

Suydam, and Cottingham 
 

Grey provided a department update stating that mowing will be finished up this week with graveling continuing in the Garrison area. Discussion followed 

 
Grey discussed the purchase of a one-ton 2018 Dodge Ram diesel truck equipped with a boom.  Grey stated that $75,000 was budgeted for the purchase and 

the cost is $44,166.00.  Discussion followed. 

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to authorize the purchase of this 2018 service truck for $44,166.00.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, 

Lee, and Cottingham. 

 
Grey stated that motorgrader training was completed and the feedback received from training personnel was very good.  Discussion followed. 

 
Grey presented a list of items for the auction this fall. Discussion followed. 

 

Grey presented a permit from Basin Electric Power Cooperative to install 345kV overhead electric transmission line. 
 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve construction permit request from Basin Electric Power Cooperative as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, 

Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried.  Discussion followed. 
 

Daryl Metzger discussed grading concerns in his area.  Lynn Oberg was present to show maps of the area and explain concerns with two washed out portions 

of the road next to the river.  The McLean-Sheridan Water Board will need approximately $40,000 up front for permits and surveying of land before any work is done.  
Oberg stated it is possible that all permits should be received by February 2025. He also discussed the application being submitted for a 50/50 cost share grant with ND 

State Water Commission for the work to be completed.  Discussion followed. 

 
Mack, of Eide Bailly, presented the McLean County audit results for 2021 and 2022. He stated the financial statements are materially correct.  The audit report 

for 2021 and 2022 is available in the Auditor’s Office for review.   Commissioners thanked the auditors for their time and the thorough presentation.  Eide Bailly thanked 

Knutson and her office staff for their assistance during the audit.  Discussion followed. 
 

Chairperson Cottingham recessed the meeting at 9:30 a.m. 

 
Chairperson Cottingham reconvened the meeting at 9:37 a.m. 

 

Knutson presented an application completed by Clerk of Court Bonnie Bohnsack for a Court Facility Improvement Grant funds to make updates to the 
attorney’s area of the courtroom.   

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve signing and submitting the grant application in the amount of $5,111.75 with the County contribution being 
$1,703.91.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham 

 

Verke and Grey rejoined meeting to address concerns expressed by Johannes with gravel and blading in his area.  Discussion followed. 
 

Knutson presented the Pledge of Securities received from TruCommunity Bank.  The total public deposits were $17,046,832.92 and the total pledged securities 

were $17,122,561.00 on September 30, 2024.  
 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to accept the Pledge of Securities from TruCommunity Bank.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: 

None.  Motion carried  
 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the Dakota Central Human Service Zone (DCHSZ) Transfer of Funds Resolutions and the McLean County 

Auditor’s Sweep Account Transfer of Funds Resolution.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Lee, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 

DCHSZ Transfer of Funds Resolutions and the McLean County Sweep Account Transfer of Funds Resolutions are on file in the McLean County Auditor’s 

Office.   
 

Knutson discussed the upcoming NDACo Conference and reminded Commissioners of the NDDOT meeting on Monday, October 21, 2024 at 7:45 a.m. 

Discussion followed. 
 

Knutson presented the new in-state lodging rate of $99 per night retroactive to October 1, 2024. 

 
Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to accept the new in-state lodging rate of $99 per night retroactive to October 1, 2024.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, 

Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Knutson presented final recommendations for minimum sale prices on real estate forfeited to the county.  She stated that the price is the amount of taxes 

including specials, penalties, interest, and cost of serving notice plus the estimated taxes for 2024 tax year.  The sale will be held on Tuesday, November 19, 2024, at 
10:00 a.m. in the County Commission Chambers of the McLean County Courthouse.  The minimum sale prices recommended by Knutson are as follows: 



 

Notice of Sale of Real Estate Forfeited to the County  

For Delinquent Taxes 

Chapter 57-28 N.D.C.C. 

  

     Notice is hereby given that the following real estate has been forfeited to the County of McLean, State of North Dakota, for delinquent taxes that said county has taken 

tax deed for such property and will offer it for sale at public auction beginning at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, November 19, 2024, in the county commission chambers of the 

McLean County Courthouse.  

 

     Each Parcel of real estate will be offered separately and sold to the highest bidder, but not for a sum less than the minimum sale price listed below. Payment must be 

made in cash. The sale shall continue until such time as all parcels forfeited to McLean County have been offered for sale and/or sold.  

 

 

Appraised Value of Property Taken for Delinquent 2021 Taxes   

 

Parcel #                    Legal Description                     Amt Owed                 Minimum                                                   

                    Sale Price 

17-0021-02350-010 Bal of Orig. 500’ x 850’ Tract in pt. NW4 $2,093.52  $2,646.75  

 21-146-82 not platted as Repnow 1st Addn  

 

24-0019-03469-010 Outlot B in NW4 19-147-83 $282.54  $345.86    

 Victoria Township 

 

60-0029-08351-000 NE4 29-150-80 $1,431.27  $2,010.18 

 Otis Township 

 

60-0029-08352-000 NW4 29-150-80 $1,639.61  $2,300.93 

 Otis Township 

 

60-0029-08354-000 SE4 29-150-80 $1,145.32  $1,608.64 

 Otis Township 

 

60-0029-08355-000 SW4 29-150-80 $1,392.72  $1,949.51 

 Otis Township 

 

 

   Butte City 

 

73-0070-10569-000 Lots 1-2 Blk 18   $743.01  $940.94   

 Gower Addition 

 

   Underwood City 

 

80-0001-00017-000 Lot 12 Blk 2  $1,521.81      $1,806.32 

 Original Townsite 

 

80-0001-00017-010 Lot 13 Blk 2  $1,026.61  $1,178.22 

 Original Townsite 

 

80-0001-00048-000 Lot 8 Blk 5  $887.26   $1,112.39 

 Original Townsite 

 

80-0001-00049-000 Lot 9 Blk 5  $665.99   $831.75  

 Original Townsite 

 

80-0001-00054-000 S 70FT Lots 13 & 14 Blk 5  $2,295.16  $2,899.74 

 Original Townsite 

 

80-0001-00154-010 Lots 7-8 Blk 15  $2,075.16  $2,706.40 

 Original Townsite 

 

80-0001-00155-000 Lot 9 Blk 15  $2,426.39  $3,079.45 

 Original Townsite 

 

80-0001-00159-000 Lots 5-6-7-8-9 Blk 16  $7,913.52  $10,033.37 

 Original Townsite 

 

80-0201-00025-000 Lot 9 Blk 2  $1,933.33  $2,178.76 

 Borchardt Addition 

 

80-0801-00016-000 Lot 16 Blk 1 and Adjacent Vacated Alley  $4,946.35  $6,362.10 

 Houser Addition 



 

80-0801-00017-000 Lot 17 Blk 1  $1,974.86  $2,492.85 

 Houser Addition 

 

80-0801-00018-000 Lot 18 Blk 1  $710.13   $888.10 

 Houser Addition 

 

80-0801-00019-000 Lot 19 Blk 1 and Adjacent Vacated Alley  $1,249.95  $1,515.20 

 Houser Addition 

 

80-0801-00020-000 Lot 20 Blk 1 and Adjacent Vacated Alley  $938.93   $1,178.94 

 Houser Addition 

   

   City of Wilton 

 

82-0001-00012-000 Lots 3-4 Blk 2  $3,524.82  $4,670.92 

 Original Townsite 

 

 

Given pursuant to authority of law this 2nd day of October, 2024 at Washburn, ND 

 

 

/S/ Beth A. Knutson________ 

Beth A. Knutson 

Publish October 31 & November 7, 2024 McLean County Auditor   

 

Moved by Suydam, seconded by Lee, to approve the minimum sale prices of property taken for delinquent 2021 taxes.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Suydam, Lee, 
and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to set the hearing for the minimum sales prices of delinquent properties for 9:00 a.m. during the regular commission 
meeting set for October 15, 2023.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 

Received and ordered filed the fee collection report from the Recorder’s Department for the month of September in the amount of $9,329.50. 
 

Received and ordered filed the fee collection report from the Sheriff’s Department for the month of September in the amount of $1,727.94. 
 

Knutson presented the current list of delinquent tax payers owing more than $4,000.00 showing 40 taxpayers owing $496,705.68 in back taxes. 

 
Knutson requested permission to designate Friday, December 26, 2025, as a paid holiday.  Discussion followed. 

 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to designate Friday, December 26, 2025, as a paid holiday.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: 
None.  Motion carried. 

 

Knutson presented a bill for the new vault toilet installed at Sportsmen’s Centennial Park and discussed the funds available to make payment.  Discussion 
followed. 

 

Commissioner Cottingham presented retiring Park Manager Leslie Hultberg with a distinguished service recognition certificate. 
 

Moved by Lee, seconded by Suydam, to approve the following vouchers for payment: 

 
VOUCHER/

CHECK # REMIT NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT     
UNPAID VOUCHERS 

1104 ARTHUR RENNER JAIL MEDICAL DIRECTOR 2,080.00  
1104 BENJAMIN GEHRING REIMBURSE CORONER FEES 1,000.00  

1104 CHAD C. NODLAND, ATTORNEY AT LAW COURT APPOINTED COUNSEL 112.50  

1104 CIRCLE SANITATION GARBAGE PICKUP 444.00  
1104 DONOVAN KAFFAR PLLP COURT APPOINTED COUNSEL 1,910.50  

1104 ELECTION SYSTEMS AND SOFTWARE  CODING BALLOT 8.70  

1104 ELECTION SYSTEMS AND SOFTWARE  AUDIO 1,487.75  
1104 ELECTION SYSTEMS AND SOFTWARE  TEST DECK & LAYOUT CHARGE 866.00  

1104 ELECTION SYSTEMS AND SOFTWARE  THERMAL EXPRESS VOTING 200.14  

1104 FARMERS UNION SERVICE ASSOC ADDITIONAL PREMIUM ENDORSEMENT 2,294.00  
1104 GERARD GOVEN WATER BOARD MEETING 1,000.00  

1104 GERARD GOVEN MILEAGE 194.30  

1104 GOETZ FUNERAL HOME INC REIMBURSE CORONER FEE 1,000.00  
1104 HIGHWAY 83 LAWN LEISURE INC BIT INSERTS 5.98  

1104 LIGNITE TIRE TIRES 2,929.74  

1104 LYNN OBERG WATER BOARD MEETING 1,500.00  
1104 LYNN OBERG MILEAGE 428.13  

1104 MARCO CONTRACT PAYMENT 1,860.90  

1104 MCLEAN COUNTY IMPLEMENT LLC  OIL & SYSTEM CLEAN 24.98  
1104 MCLEAN COUNTY IMPLEMENT LLC  WHEEL CHARGE 157.99  

1104 MCLEAN COUNTY IMPLEMENT LLC  MUD GUARDS 119.99  

1104 MCLEAN COUNTY IMPLEMENT LLC  TOOL BAG 44.99  
1104 MENARDS  FLOORING & TOILET REPAIR KIT 378.14  



1104 MOORE ENGINEERING INC PHASE 2 - PAINTED WOODS CHANNEL 14,036.23  
1104 NDSU FARM RECORD BOOKS 80.00  

1104 NW TIRE  OIL CHANGE 90.56  

1104 OTTERTAIL POWER COMPANY  ELECTRIC BILL COURTHOUSE 3,379.54  
1104 OTTERTAIL POWER COMPANY  RADIO TOWER 123.81  

1104 PRESORT PLUS, LLC  POSTAGE-GENERAL ELECTION 1,508.17  

1104 SCOTTS HARDWARE  AIR FILTER 57.48  
1104 SCOTTS HARDWARE  REUSABLE FLY TRAP 29.97  

1104 SCOTTS HARDWARE  LIGHTS 63.98  

1104 SEATOL GIS DATABASE PROCESSING 800.00  
1104 SHANNON JEFFERS WATER BOARD MEETING 1,250.00  

1104 SHANNON JEFFERS MILEAGE 254.60  

1104 SOFTCHOICE CORPORATION OFFICE 2021 TOUGHBOOKS 1,166.04  
1104 TYLER TECHNOLOGIES INC SCHOOL ERP-BANK RECON 960.00  

1104 UNICOM REMOVE OLD AND REPLACE NEW EQUIP 1,077.25  

1104 WASHBURN AUTO BODY LLC ROCK CHIP REPAIR & ADJUST DOORS 124.00  
1104 WESTERN DAKOTA ENERGY ASSOC  OIL & GAS COUNTIES/DUES 1,552.61  

1104 WESTERN DAKOTA ENERGY ASSOC  ANNUAL COUNTY TRUCK PERMIT DUE 500.00      
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

1111 OTTERTAIL POWER COMPANY  COUNTY SHOP 41.69  
1111 OTTERTAIL POWER COMPANY  MAX SHOP 377.11      

 DIRECT DEPOSIT 

1110 ASHLEY DEHAVEN NURSING HOURS 2,640.00  

1110 CURT MALO REIMBURSE CELL PHONE 30.00  

1110 ELIZABETH PATTERSON REIMBURSE CELL PHONE 30.00  

1110 HEIDI ANDERSON MILEAGE TO PRIA LOCAL MEETING 93.80  
1110 JAN HANSON REIMBURSE CELL PHONE 30.00  

1110 KAMILE MODEREGGER REIMBURSE CELL PHONE 30.00  

1110 KAYLA L OBERLANDER REIMBURSE CELL PHONE 30.00  
1110 NOELLE KROLL REIMBURSE MILEAGE 52.26  

1110 RYAN OBERG REIMBURSE CELL PHONE 30.00  

1110 SARAH BEDGAR REIMBURSE CELL PHONE 30.00  
1110 TRAVIS R VERKE REIMBURSE CELL PHONE 30.00      

ON DEMAND/MANUAL CHECKS 

400323 MERCER MCLEAN CO COM ON AGING SENIOR MEALS 2,829.62  

400324 KA COMMERCIAL TRUCKS LLC 2018 WHITE RAM 44,166.00  
400325 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP LATITUDE 7650 1,716.65  

1093 AFLAC MONTHLY PREMIUM 1,641.87  

1094 DELTA DENTAL DENTAL INSURANCE PREMIUM 7,322.66  
400334 BRAVERA WEALTH MONTHLY CONTRIBUTIONS 3,796.42  

400335 CREDIT BUREAU OF BISMARCK GARNISHMENT 282.75  

400336 AVESIS/FAL VISION INSURANCE PREMIUM 1,628.43  
400337 FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE FOP DUES 74.00  

400338 USABLE LIFE CANCER/ACCIDENT INSURANCE PREM 106.48  

1101 ND CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT CHILD SUPPORT 2,045.00  
1102 OHIO CHILD SUPPORT PMNT CENTRAL CHILD SUPPORT 457.87  

400340 DACOTAH PAPER CUPS, COPY PAPER, SUPPLIES, ETC 1,006.91  

309872 STATE TAX COMMISSIONER 3RD QUARTER 2024 5,896.26  
1108 JOB SERVICE OF ND 3RD QUARTER - GENERAL PAYROLL 2,010.33  

1109 JOB SERVICE OF ND 3RD QUARTER - HIGHWAY 689.93  

 
 

Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Knutson presented letters of interest for the Clerk of Court position.  Discussion followed.  Interviews will be conducted on October 15, 2024 beginning at 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Moved by Lee, second by Cottingham to schedule interviews on October 15, 2024 beginning at 11:00. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Lee, Suydam, and Cottingham.  

Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 10:17 a.m.  The commission minutes and agenda can be found on the 

county website at https://www.mcleancountynd.gov.  

 

___________________________________    ___________________________________ 

Steve Cottingham, Chairperson     Lynda Snyder, Administrative Assistant 

 

https://www.mcleancountynd.gov/

