
McLean County Commission Proceedings 

Tuesday, October 21, 2025 

 

The second regular October meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by Chairperson Steve Lee.  Present were Commissioners 
Lee, Steve Cottingham, and Curt Olson.  Also present were Auditor Beth A. Knutson; Deputy Auditor Lynda Snyder; Kyle Dworshak; Derick Johnson; Gus and Sharon 

Rud; Mike Green; Edna Green; Joe Retterath; Rainbow Energy Director of Projects Jon Price; and McLean County Water Resource Board Member Lynn Oberg. 

 
Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the minutes of the meeting held on October 7, 2025, as submitted. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, 

Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 
Knutson presented a letter and bill from Dana Peterson for gravel placed in low spots on County Road (CR) 2.  She also stated that Highway Superintendent 

Jim Grey informed her that Peterson did not ask permission to have the gravel delivered and he recommends that the county does not pay the bill.  Discussion followed. 

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to deny payment of the bill submitted by Dana Peterson for gravel.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson and 

Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Knutson presented a permit from Falkirk Mining Company to install a 100-foot finished width mining haul road and a 200-foot finished width dragline at-

grade crossing with concrete foundation piers for traffic control gates and electrical bore under CR 17.  Discussion followed. 

 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the permit to install a mining haul road and dragline at-grade crossing. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, 
Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Knutson presented a permit from West River Telecommunications Cooperative (WRT) to install fiber cable telecommunications facilities to provide diversity 

to Rainbow Energy facilities by boring multiple roads and plowing in county right-of-way in two locations.  Discussion followed. 

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve the permit for WRT to install fiber cable telecommunications facilities for Rainbow Energy facilities 

contingent upon Road Superintendent Jim Grey’s review and approval.  Discussion followed.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion 

carried. 

 

Commissioners discussed calls from McLean County residents regarding the bridge that burned down in Max and the obstructed view at the intersection of 

CR 15.  Discussion followed. 

 

Knutson reported that we previously received property in Max on a tax deed due to delinquent taxes in 1995 and a resident of McLean County has asked to 

purchase the property.  She went on to state that once the county has held the property for sixty days, the county is able to sell the property without adding it to the annual 

delinquent tax sale.   Discussion followed. 

 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the sale price of $500 for property in Max as presented. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and 
Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Knutson reported that Assistant Jail Administrator Casey Howe applied for the Back the Blue Grant in September and the funds were received in the amount 

of $5,287.60 to put towards hiring and retention bonuses, training, and continuing education.  Discussion followed.  

 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve accepting funds received from the Back the Blue Grant. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and 
Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Knutson presented a 25-year lease with the Army Corps of Engineers for the West Totten Trail Recreational Area.  She stated that the terms have not changed 

and would be for a term from September 1, 2025 through September 31, 2050.  Discussion followed. 

 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the 25-year lease with the Army Corps of Engineers as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, 

Olson, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 
 

Knutson further stated that a $900 fee for administrative expenses associated with the 25-year lease is due upon acceptance of the lease.  Discussion followed. 

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve payment to the Army Corps of Engineers for administrative expenses. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, 

Cottingham, and Lee. Nay: None. Motion carried. 

 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to approve the following vouchers for payment: 

 

VOUCHER/

CHECK REMIT NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

UNPAID VOUCHERS   
1379 BRAVERA BANK QUARTERLY FEES 2,711.94  

1379 DACOTAH PAPER COMPANY  GLOVES, HAIR & BODY WASH 325.24  
1379 DACOTAH PAPER COMPANY  BATHROOM CLEANER, GLASS CLEANER 60.69  

1379 DIFFELY'S REPAIR, LLC OIL CHANGES, WIPER BLADES, FILTER, ETC 867.73  

1379 GARRISON FARMERS UNION OIL CO  OIL CHANGES, MOUNT AND BRACKET 293.98  
1379 HIWAY 83 EXPRESS GAS-MOTOR POOL 45.01  

1379 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT  FIRST DISTRICT HEALTH WAN 58.80  

1379 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT  WAN 470.40  
1379 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT  ADOBE ACROBAT - AUD 33.00  

1379 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT  VESTA & SIRN 2,649.20  
1379 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT  DES WAN 58.80  

1379 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT  AZURE AD 7.85  

1379 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT  INTUNE 13.20  
1379 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT  OFFICE 365 BASIC 533.00  

1379 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT  WAN, OFFICE 365, ADOBE, NETMOTION 1,777.70  

1379 LIGNITE TIRE TIRES 1,304.00  
1379 MARKS PLUMBING PARTSCOMMERC HYDRAULIC ACTUATOR, DIAPHRAGM ASSEMBLY 378.00  

1379 MCLEAN COUNTY IMPLEMENT LLC  WIPERS, SEA FOAM, OIL, SHOP TOWELS 105.07  

1379 MCLEAN COUNTY IMPLEMENT LLC  WIPER BLADES, BLISTER PACK CAPSULES, ETC 99.72  
1379 MDU  GAS-COURTHOUSE 70.50  

1379 MDU  UTILITIES - LEC 467.22  

1379 MIDCONTINENT CABLE CO  CABLE TV 152.27  
1379 NATIONAL ASSOC OF COUNTIES CNTY MEMBERSHIP 1/1/26-12/31/26 450.00  

1379 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP  IT SUPPORT CONTRACT - NOV 2025 4,820.00  

1379 NDSU EXTENSION SALARY EXTENSION AGENTS 12,320.06  
1379 NORTH DAKOTA ENVELOPE COMPANY  AUDITOR ENVELOPES 537.50  

1379 POST BOARD PSYCH EVAL 154.48  

1379 PRESORT PLUS, LLC  PICKUP FEE/COURIER SERVICE 52.50  

1379 PUKLICH CHEVROLET  TRANSFER CASE FLUID, DRIVELINE AND AXEL 1,458.63  

1379 PUKLICH CHEVROLET  RADIATOR SURGE TANK & CAP 425.79  

1379 QUADIENT LEASING N22042803 LEASE PAYMENT 147.63  
1379 RUST'S AUTO REPAIR MOUNTING AND BALANCING, TIRE REPAIR 120.00  

1379 SCOTTS HARDWARE  NAILS, WRENCH KIT, SHOVEL, ETC. 81.76  

1379 UNDERWOOD BODY SHOP RIGHT SIDE DAMAGE REPAIR 5,784.53  
1379 US FOODS INMATE MEALS 1,582.97  

1379 WEX HEALTH  MONTHLY ADMIN FEE 99.00  

1379 WILTON FARMERS UNION OIL CO  GAS, OIL CHANGES, TIRE REPAIR, SEA FOAM 316.58  
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT   



1380 DEERE CREDIT, INC. LEASE PAYMENT ON TRACTORS 2,812.52  
1380 GARRISON FARMERS UNION OIL CO  FUEL TO ROSEGLEN 3,987.10  

1380 JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL PARTS, FILTERS, AND OIL 12,558.01  

1380 MDU  WASHBURN 71.28  
1380 MDU  TURTLE LAKE 26.69  

1380 MDU  MAX 26.69  

1380 MDU  GARRISON 26.69  
1380 ND ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES RETURN TO DUTY DRUG TEST 98.00  

1380 ND DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION  SC-2800(053) CHIP SEAL COAT 397,044.90  

DIRECT DEPOSIT   
1381 ANNA SIX REIMB FOR PROTEIN SHAKE AND LOTION 24.93  

1381 DIANE BLUMHAGEN 2025 HEALTH FAIR SUPPLIES 56.70  

1381 KAMILE MODEREGGER REIMB FOR NDSU EXT FALL CONF 150.00  
1381 SARAH BEDGAR REIMB FOR APP AND INSERVICE 81.49  

1381 VANCE TOMLINSON REIMB PESTICIDE LICENSE RENEWAL 125.00  

PAYROLL    
1361 NDPERS SEPTEMBER 2025 PAYROLL 94,910.08  

1362 NDPERS HEALTH AND LIFE INS SEPTEMBER 2025 PAYROLL 237,121.94  

1363 NDPERS DEFERRED COMPENSATION SEPTEMBER 2025 PAYROLL 7,807.50  
ON DEMAND/MANUAL CHECKS   

401703 COPE CONSULTING 2025 WELLNESS FAIR GUEST SPEAKER 500.00  

401740 UNITED STATES TREASURY 2022 W-2 ADJUSTMENTS 89.32  
401741 ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS LABOR TO FIX COMPUTER W/ DOOR CONTROLS 375.00  

1378 ENTERPRISE LEASE CHARGES 15,802.50  

 
Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 

States Attorney Ladd Erickson joined the meeting. 

 

Moved by Olson, seconded by Cottingham, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the request submitted by Otto W. Kinn of 
Garrison, North Dakota requesting approval of a Conditional Use Permit to construct a non-farm structure on agricultural land described as the NW¼NW¼NW¼ of 

Section 27, Township 150 North, Range 82 West. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Olson, Cottingham, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried.  

 
Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to concur with the Planning and Zoning Commission and approve the request submitted by Rainbow Energy Center 

requesting a zoning change on land described as N½N½SE¼ and N½N½S½N½SE¼ of Section 18, Township 145 North, Range 82 West (50.35 acres). Roll Call Vote: 

Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried.   
 

Patterson presented a request for a zoning change submitted by Rud Propane, LLP, d/b/a Rud Oil & Gas, whose post office address is Center, North Dakota, 

involving land described as Lots 1-8 Block 10, Village of Falkirk, Township 145 North, Range 82 West, to install a 30,000-gallon propane storage facility. 

 

Dworshak and Oberg presented their opposition to the storage facility being placed in a residential area.  Discussion followed.  

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to deny the request for a zoning change submitted by Rud Propane, LLP, d/b/a Rud Oil & Gas, involving land 

described as Lots 1-8 Block 10, Village of Falkirk, Township 145 North, Range 82 West, to install a 30,000-gallon propane storage facility.  Discussion followed.  Roll 

Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried.   

 

Price presented a copy of the Bank of North Dakota (BND) loan application that he and Erickson are proposing for submittal.  Discussion followed. 

 

Erickson stated that the application is for $10.2 million at an interest rate of 2% for a 20-year loan term.  The funds will be used to build up and pave the road 

leading to the Rainbow Energy Data Center.  Discussion followed.  

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to authorize submitting the loan application to BND.  Discussion followed. Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, 

Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion carried.   

 

Chairperson Lee recessed the regular McLean County Commission meeting at 9:15 for the hearing on minimum sale prices for delinquent properties. 

 

Knutson presented the minimum sale prices for delinquent properties that were taken by McLean County for non-payment of 2022 taxes and will be sold at 

public auction on the November 18, 2025.  She stated the applicable cities have not contested the prices prior to the hearing and were not present at the hearing.   

 

Moved by Cottingham, seconded by Olson, to approve the sale prices as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Cottingham, Olson, and Lee.  Nay: None.  Motion 

carried.   

 

Chairperson Lee adjourned the hearing on minimum sale prices and reconvened the regular McLean County Commission Meeting at 9:16 a.m. 

 

Price rejoined meeting to discuss the BND loan application, the special assessment district that may be created, and the funds used for repayment of the loan.  

Discussion followed.  

 

Price stated he will complete application and pass on to the Auditor for final approval. 

 
There being no further business, the Chairperson declared the meeting adjourned at 9:38 a.m.  The commission minutes and agenda can be found on the county 

website at https://www.mcleancountynd.gov.  

 
 

___________________________________    ___________________________________ 

Steve Lee, Chairperson     Lynda Snyder, Deputy Auditor 

 

https://www.mcleancountynd.gov/

